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Abstract 

 Every year, a large number of students drop out of 

school in India. A significant number of them go on to 

become unemployed, living in poverty, receiving public 

assistance, in prison, unhealthy, divorced, and single 

parents of children who are likely to repeat the cycle 

themselves. There are many reasons why a child might 

drop out from school, which range from migration of 

families and child marriage, to lack of school 

infrastructure such as drinking water and toilets. While 

India has made significant progress in raising 

enrollment rates or primary education schools have been 

less successful at preventing dropouts during this critical 

learning phase. According to data of Ministry of Human 

Resource Development (MHRD), the national dropout 

rate at the primary level was 4.34% in 2014-15, and it 

was even higher at the secondary level, at 17.86%. 

According National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) 

shows that 13 out of every 100 Indians between 5-29 

years did not attend school or dropped out because they 

did not consider education “necessary.”The reasons for 

all of them vary howsoever. Some drop out of schools 

voluntarily while others are forced to do so under terrible 

circumstances. Whatever be the reason, the mere fact 

that a child is not completing her/his school education is 

not righteous. This paper discussing about the reasons of 

that are affecting to dropouts from schools. 

Keywords: dropouts, reasons, migration of families, 

enrollment rates. 

 

 

Introduction 

 Dropout is the serious problem in our schools in which this problem start in primary school and 

continue in Secondary School which makes an early intervention necessary to try to prevent pupils 

from continuing on this path through their educational experiences. Dropout is an alarming issue, 

which affects the socio economic. Pupil‟s dropout does not only affect the community they belong 

but also affect the nation development at large. Pupil‟s dropout from schools leads to wasteful 

utilization of scarce educational resources without achieving the nation‟s educational aspirations.  

Education is the basic requirement for human development and nation development. With 

education, employment opportunities are broadened and income levels will be increased. The 

development of an individual and the progress of a nation depend on education. Education is 

important to develop good citizenship qualities. Education is also equally important to improve the 

women‟s status and autonomy. It contributes to an increase in confidence and decision-making 

power within the household. In India, although the percentage of literacy is rising, what is alarming 

is that the number of illiterate children in the age group of 6 to 14 years is also increasing. 

 

Present Scenario 

 India has 47 million youth of secondary and higher secondary school-going age dropping out of 

school, according to a report by the Montreal-based UNESCO Institute for Statistics and Global 

Education Monitoring. The 47 million young men and women dropped out of school by the 10th 

standard, according to the 2016 report. The enrollment in class 10 is 77 percent, but enrollment in 
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class 11 is only 52 per cent, according to a report from the New Delhi-based Institute for Policy 

Research Studies (PRS).  Upper primary and secondary schools' GERs (GER is student enrollment 

as a proportion of the corresponding eligible age group in a given year) saw a rise of 13 percent and 

17 per cent, respectively, in 2013-14 compared to 2007-08. Despite this increase, six million children 

aged 6-13 are estimated to be still out of the school system, according to a 2014 survey by the 

Ministry of Human Resource Development. The most common “reason” was various Physical 

disorders (80, 21.8%) followed by Mental Retardation (77, 20.9%). Child labour (Employment) 

came last (30, 8.1%) as a “reason” while financial issues constituted (50, 13.6%). Family issues 

accounted for 63 (17.1%) and School related issues 68 (18.5%). 

 

Factors of Dropouts 

Physical Disorders Leading to Dropout 

 Several children had one form of physical disorder or another, often severe enough to prevent 

them from attending school. Disability due to cerebral palsy and post polio paralysis were the 

reasons in 33%. About 12% were mentally retarded and had physical mobility problems in addition. 

21% of the children were deaf and attended special school. 10% of students were blind; some 

attended special schools. 4% had severe skin injury, considered as contagious by the family and 

teachers and hence missed school. Lack of money for treatment, poor parental literacy, and a 

general lack of alternatives could be cited as adding on to this “reason” for dropout. 

 

Family Related 

 Parental separation and ill heath often led to the need for girl children to work or stay back at 

home to care for younger siblings. Older boys dropped out to find work. Children who were 

orphans found foster homes with relatives. However, these were often short lived with the children 

being moved from home to home. Education was the loser in these cases. Alcohol abuse, 

dependency, and illicit brewing of alcohol by the parents were issues in some. The outcome was 

family bickering, quarrels, and the development of problems in children.  

 

School Related Factors 

 Some families pointed out issues such as an inability to buy textbooks and a lack of transport to 

attend school. Several had failed a class and dropped out of school in subsequently. Some were 

moved to a different school and later stopped attending. There was reason to suspect academic 

backwardness in most of these children. And also lack of school infrastructure such as drinking 

water and toilets also reason cause of dropouts.  

 

Distance of School 

 After primary classes completion need to go to high school at another place. Post -Class 5th, 

distance to school also tends to increase, and parents deem it unsafe for a child especially girls 

to travel far. We can observe this high in dropout rates as well, which rise sharply after  

Class V. 

 

Financial Factors 

 When a family is not financially secure, prioritizing a child‟s education takes a backseat. 

This constituted the largest group amongst reasons given for dropout at primary stage. Financial 
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issues fell to the fifth place (13.6%) as a reason for school dropout. This occurred because another, 

more proximal and predominant, “reason” was found for the dropout. However, it must be stated 

that financial issues remained significant in most cases of dropout. 

 

Earning Moto 

 Some high school students drop out because they want to work to earn money cause of their 

poverty. Dropouts who are concerned about their immediate, short-term financial situation may see 

a full-time job as the best way to maintain the lifestyle they desire. Some students set in a daily wage 

works. Some dropout children‟s works in hotels, shops, construction works, petrol bunks, road 

works etc. 

 

Lack of Interest  

 It is usually found that every class of students has some of those pupils who refuse to show any 

attention to the subjects being taught. Their lack of interest is caused by their lack of attention in 

whatever is being taught. It is not that such students do not try. They do try as and when they are 

forced and pressurized to. But, we very well know harsh persuasive techniques do not last long, they 

give in after a while. It is then that these students prefer going the other way.  

 

Supporting Family 

 It is unfortunate that students have to give up their education in the face of economic reasons. 

The inability to pay the school fee can be one such reason. Several demanding situations can surface 

where adolescent children of the family are asked or looked upon as a helping hand to the family. 

Here, these children are often emotionally led into abandoning their academic life and focus their 

attention to the family crisis.  

 

Continuous Failing 

 Some students fail repeatedly, be it in class tests or semester examinations. The constant failure 

causes the lack of self confidence in them. As and when the failure persists, the lack of self-

confidence disappears. In its space emerges a feeling of being least bothered which is more fatal as 

compared to the former. Once the person starts to feel disinterested in the consequences any more, 

then she or he goes for what they feel is the best. In the face of repeated failures, they give up school 

education. 

 

Pressure on Present Education System 

 The generation today is facing a stressful daily life. Students of this sort are not left with many 

choices to overcome their tension and fear of failing their parents when it comes to their academic 

performance. Sometimes the pressure escalates to such heights, that the student loses her/his ability 

to think rationally. 

 

Cultural Factors 

 In our country some cultural factors also affecting to dropouts some people thinks there is no 

need education for girls and they born for only kitchen. 
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Reducing the Dropout Rate 

 We should take care about dropout‟s rate which is situated as main problem in our country. We 

have to think of remedial activities. Some are here. 

 To keep students from dropping out, we need to know which students are most at risk. 

Government should take care about dropout problem.  

 We can also identify high schools with extremely high dropout rates. This means that we can 

intervene both at the individual student level, and at the school or district level. 

 We need to meet the parents of dropout students. Enquire the reason of problem to dropout and 

give a write solution to the problem. 

 We need to reduce school related problems and arrange drinking water and toilets facilities etc.  

 Try to give a solution to travelling problems to go to school. 

 

Conclusion 

 According some analysis, the dropout was higher at the middle school level (18 percent) and 

also at high school level (16 percent), where as the dropout at primary school level was around 9 

percent in India. Those states with better educational attainment, the dropout rate was low at 

primary school level and more at high school level. Governments should plan some special polices 

to improve school education like introducing special stipends for students and also making 

education free for them. Although some countries have already taken some steps in this regard, it is 

important to expand it further for other countries. It is also necessary for governments to invest 

more money in making the environment favourable and sensitive for children‟s. Governments 

should also provide school supplies adequately according to the demands of the students in both 

primary and secondary schools. 
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