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Abstract   
 India is a land of languages and the 720 dialects 

spoken in our country adds to its richness. Beary is one 

such dialect spoken by the Muslim population in the 

district of Dakshin Kannada and Udupi, Karnataka.  

One of the Sustainable Development goals initiated by 

United Nation in 2016 is to ensure inclusive and quality 

education for all. The paper titled “School Dropouts 

among Beary community” highlights the causes for 

school dropouts among the children belonging to Beary 

community residing in the coastal region of Mangalore. 

The design of the study is descriptive in nature and a 

qualitative method was undertaken to analyse the socio-

economic background of school dropouts and to assess 

the factors leading to these dropouts among Beary 

community. In-depth interview of ten children using 

snow ball sampling technique was carried out. Dropping 

out from schools is a serious issue which hinders the 

socio-economic development of the community and the 

country as a whole. Inadequate awareness regarding the 

importance of education, lack of encouragement by the 

parents, financial reasons and lack of interest among the 

children are few of the reasons. This paper attempts to 

understand the reasons that lead the children to dropout 

from their schools. The paper also highlights remedial 

measures to remove the problem of school dropouts by 

generating awareness on the importance of education 

among parents and children. 
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Introduction 

 One of the Sustainable Development goals initiated by United Nation Development Program in 

2016 is to ensure inclusive and quality education for all. Quality education is a right of every child 

and the foundation to improve human lives. Education enables individuals to acquire greater 

employment opportunity. The development of the country depends on its people. When the citizens 

of the nation are educated, the nation grows in all aspects. The country can achieve success only 

when its citizens are capable and skilful enough to run it. Development of intellectual skills and 

knowledge leads to an effective growth in the nation’s economy. Hence education becomes today’s 

immediate need as all nations across the world are on the run to achieve economic growth. 

 

Education: A Right  

 United Nation Declaration of human rights adopted in the year 1948 consists of 30 articles. 

Article 26 speaks about education as a right of everyone and shall be free and compulsory till 

elementary stages. The education given shall be focused on the complete development of the human 

persona and the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. It shall 

stimulate understanding, open-mindedness and acquaintance among all nations, cultural and 

religious groups (UN General Assembly, 1948) 

 

Problem of Dropout as a Worldwide Concern 

 Dropout is an obstacle to accomplish complete education. It is a worldwide concern. Since 

2000, United Nation has been working to achieve the target of universal primary education. There 

has been an increase in theenrolment rate among girls. UNESCO Institute for Statistics (UIS) states 
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that in 2013, 124 million children and young adolescent between the age of 6 and 15 years have 

either never started school or have dropped out, compared to 122 million in 2011. According to 

United Nations, enrolment in primary education in developing countries has reached 91 per cent 

but 57 million children remain out of school (UNESCO, 2013). 

 

India and Problem of Dropout 

 In India, education is given utmost importance, many scheme and projects as already existing 

to promote education for all. The enactment of the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory 

Education (RTE) Act 2009, which makes it the right of every Indian between 6-14 years of age to 

gain admission for education to complete 8 years elementary schooling. Education is an important 

skill, which everyone should enjoy. To achieve the goal of education they should overcome some 

drawbacks. While India has made significant progress in raising enrolment rates, primary education 

schools have been less successful at preventing the problem of dropouts. According to data put forth 

by the Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD), the national dropout rate at the 

primary level was 4.34 per cent in 2014-15, and it was even higher at the secondary level, at 17.86 

per cent (MHRD, 2015) 

 

Research Methodology 

Rationale of the Study 

 Mangalore, coastal area in Dakshin Kannada, is located about 352 kilometres west of the state 

capital, Bangalore, and is between the Arabian Sea and the Western Ghats mountain ranges. The 

four main languages used in Mangalore is Tulu, Konkani, Kannada and Beary. The Muslims in 

Mangalore is a minority community as most of its residents belong to other religions like Hinduism, 

Christianity, Jainism and Buddhism. Approximately, 80% of the total Muslims in Mangalore 

belong to the Beary community. According to a survey conducted by the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan 

(2014) it is reported that 13 children belonging to the Muslim community have not enrolled in 

school and 387 children have dropped out from schools. The purpose of the study is to analyse the 

various socioeconomic factors that contribute to school dropout among the Beary Muslim 

community 

 

AIM 

 The aim of the study is to understand the factors leading to school dropouts among Beary 

Community.  

 

Objectives 

 To understand the socio-economic background of school drop outs among Beary Community  

 To assess the factors leading to school dropouts among Beary Community. 

 

Operational Definitions 

Dropout 

 In this study, dropout refers to an individual who left the school system before completing the 

necessary credits needed to earn a high school education in the age group of 13 to 18 years and who 

belongs to Beary Community. 
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Beary Community 

 The Muslims of Mangalore speak a dialect known as Beary Bashe or NakknikBashe which 

belongs  to the Dravidian language family. It uses the Kannada language script. This language uses 

words derived from other Dravidian languages like Kannada, Tulu, Konkani, Arabic and 

Malayalam. This is the only language in the world that is solely spoken by the Muslims. The Beary 

community in Mangalore is considered one of the most important Muslim communities residing in 

this particular region of India.  

 

Research Design 

 The design of the study was descriptive in nature and a qualitative method was undertaken to 

understand the socio-economic background of school dropouts among Beary community and also 

to assess the factors leading to these school dropouts. A case study of 10 children who left formal 

education was interviewed. The study was conducted in Mangalore. The Sample size was 10. 

Sampling technique used was Snowball sampling, where one school dropout directed to another. 

 

Inclusion 

 The sample included school dropouts between the age group of 12 to 18 years. The sample 

population belonged to Beary community residing in Mangalore.  

 

Exclusion 

 School dropouts affected by psychiatric illness 

 School dropouts who are not willing to participate in the study 

 

Method of Data Collection 

 The method used for data collection was in-depth interview method. The researcher personally 

interviewed the respondents to collect the data. The data collection was in the month of August 

2017 

 

Tools of Data Collection 

 The data was collected using semi structured Interview guide. Two aspects were thematically 

analysed 

 Socio- economic background of the child 

 Reasons for child's dropout from school 

 

Ethical Considerations 

The following measures were undertaken to ensure the ethical principles of doing research: 

 Subjects written informed consent were obtained. 

 Subject confidentiality and anonymity of subjects was maintained throughout the study and 

during reporting of the study. 

 

Limitations 

 The sample size was only 10. If more respondents were available for the study, the findings 

could have been more generalized. 

 The study was conducted only in Beary community residing Mangalore.  
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Results 

 In this qualitative study, in-depth interview was conducted on 10 respondents to achieve the 

objectives. The collected data was thematically analyzed under the themes, socio – economic 

background of the child and reasons for dropouts. 

 

Socio-Economic Background of the Child 

 Through the analysis of the profiles of the respondents it is found out that, all the parents of the 

respondents have not completed their primary education. A few of them have never attended 

school. Education wasn’t considered a priority back then, neither was the importance recognized. 

One case also showed that being the eldest child, he had to take the responsibility of the family, and 

hence education had to be sacrificed. Most of the cases analysed were of below poverty line card 

holders and few of them who did not belong to the BPL category had financial issues. Most of the 

respondent’s fathers are daily labourers. The mothers worked as beedi rollers, which added income 

to the family. 

 

Major Reasons for Child's Dropout from School 

 Unawareness regarding the importance of education: The children and parents are unaware 

about the advantages of education. 

 Lack of motivation and support at home: Because of lack of awareness regarding the 

importance of education, families do not support their children to continue their education. 

Lack of motivation and support especially for  girls education is found in the cases. 

 Improper attitude of children towards education: Children have no interest in education due to 

many reasons. Even though parents are willing to send their children to school, children don’t 

go for simple reason that school doesn’t interest them  

 Financial issues: Many families belong to below poverty line and meeting their needs is their 

priority. Education is considered unimportant and taken for granted. 

 

Discussion 

 Dropout is a big problem in Indian Education System. The problem of wastage and stagnation 

won’t arise if the education system in the country is good and approachable to each and every child. 

But dropouts arise in each and every level of schooling.(Siddiqui, 2013). Mostly the problem of 

dropout rises among the minority and backward communities. Muslim and Neo- Buddhist are the 

most educationally backward communities (National Policy of education, 1986). The results 

highlighted the lack of awareness among the beary community regarding the importance of 

education. Both the parents and students are ignorant of the impact education can have on their 

family, society and nation in large. Moreover, education of girls is forsaken. Due to hurdles from 

family they lose the zeal to accomplish something through education and thus they themselves do 

not have academic interest (Shazli and Asma, 2015). Children themselves, because of lack of career 

guidance, don’t have an aim in life that could motivate them to study; hence it is very important to 

change the attitude of the children. Even though there are scholarships available for the students 

that could help them financially to pursue their academics , but from the cases analysed it showed 

that most of the students dropped out from school merely because they weren’t interested to 

continue .This lack of interest among students is closely linked with ignorance regarding the 
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importance of education. Furthermore, when a child abandons his education, this influences his 

friends and siblings to do the same. Hence there is an urgent need to prevent children from 

discontinuing their studies.  Schools have a very important role in it. Schools should regularly check 

the pattern of attendance of the child and immediate measures should be taken when the child is on 

the verge of discontinuing education. Community development can happen only by community 

participation, in the case of the Beary community all the leaders and professionals should inspire, 

motivate families and children to complete their education. Children should also be given career 

guidance, so that they can be aware of the opportunities available for them which would create a 

goal in their minds. 

 

Conclusion 

 This study explores the causes of drop outs in a Beary community. It is analyzed that there is no 

single reason for dropouts but many and they are all linked to each other. Major reason is the lack 

of awareness on importance of education which lead to improper attitude and no interest among 

students to complete their education. The future of the country lies in the hands of the present 

generation, every child is important without any discrimination based on gender, religion, caste, 

community etc. The problem of a small community is a setback to the nation’s development.  Each 

child has potential in him/her which could be a great asset to the county; these potentials of the 

child will go to waste if it is left unrecognized. Education is vital for every child to enhance his/her 

potential and this drawback in the education system, that is the problem of dropouts, should be 

solved. 
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