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Abstract
“Speech is silver; silence is gold.” This proverb is not applicable in this highly competitive and complex world.

Comfort with English is almost prerequisite for success in the world today. As English has now become the global
language and the yardstick for employability, to speak English fluently and appropriately is the fond desire of many
students. Though Tamil medium and rural students are all aware of the fact that without having English knowledge
they would not be able to shine in any field today, they find it difficult to gain language proficiency in English.
Limited vocabulary and lack of exposure to the effective use of English are the main reasons that limit their sentence-
making abilities. So the present paper aims at exploring the difficulties faced by the Tamil medium and rural
students while learning the language. It also exposes the deficiencies in teaching speaking skills and also the
techniques and methods that can be adopted to teach English language.
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Of late communication skill in English is the most sought after qualification for the
successful future career of students. Effective communication skill is the key to success in life. It
has been found that there is a huge demand for Engineers one side and the other side there is
unemployment. Engineers are qualified but not employable. One of the main reasons for the
lapse is lack of communication skill in English. Majority of the students do not have the ability
to speak and write a few lines in English. This is being increasingly noticed among Tamil
medium and rural students. The students are incompetent in terms of accuracy and fluency.
This is because almost eighty five percent of students study in regional language schools,
where English is taught through bilingual method and is taught as a subject not as a language.
Teaching English is more examination oriented in most of the schools. Rural atmosphere is also
not conducive for rural students to practise speaking English. Lack of exposure, lack of good
schools, illiterate parents and inadequate facilities like library and internet in rural areas are
some of the reasons for poor communication skill in English. It’s not a problem for the students
while they are in school. But once they are in college, where the medium of instruction is
English, they find it difficult to cope and for many rural Tamil medium students English is all
Greek and Latin. This in turn affects their academics and their career prospects.

The reasons are plenty for the pity state of the students. The main reason is learning
English in an entirely different way from learning the first language. Natural way of learning a
language is by listening, speaking, reading and writing but English is learnt in an unnatural
way by learning to write, read, listen and to speak. The combination of its vocabulary,
orthography, and pronunciation also makes English so hard for students to learn. English
language has a complex spelling system and it appears like each word possesses its own
pronunciation rules, because English has borrowed numerous words from other languages. In
order to know how to pronounce a word the origin has to be studied.
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Each student has his own reasons but the most common are lack of vocabulary, Grammar,
Correct pronunciation and hesitation. The English language has no exact pronunciation. The
differences in the sound systems of the two languages Tamil and English cause problem in
articulating words properly.  More than 60% of English words have silent letters in them which
cause problems in pronouncing words correctly. Exceptions in spelling rules make English
much more difficult to learn. Homonyms, Homophones, Homographs, silent letters, sounds,
stress, rhythm and intonation are often a stumbling block in learning correct pronunciation.

English language has a perplexing grammar. It is challenging to learn grammar because
there are many exceptions to the rules. The numerous exceptions make it tricky to apply
existing knowledge and use the same principle with a new word. Irregular verbs in English are
apparently complex and are often a headache for English language learners. Another tricky
phenomenon to learn is phrasal verbs and idioms. An idiom is a phrase whose meaning cannot
be predicted from simply adding together the meanings of the individual elements. For
example, ‘kicked the bucket’, means ‘died.’ The use of slang is common in the English
language. Different slang expressions make English an almost entirely different language that
has to be learned. Sometimes terms that are used are not even found in the English dictionary.
As English has many foreign language words and phrases, the developing vocabulary seems to
be very difficult for people learning English as a second language. There can be plenty of
synonyms for a particular word, but they are rarely exact synonyms. There are subtle nuances
behind the selection of a synonym.

Language is best learnt by developing of four skills – the skills of speaking, listening,
reading and writing hence students need to be given more opportunities to improve their
LSRW skills in their language class. These skills can only be acquired by means of constant
practice and perseverance. Students, who practise constantly with great passion, will get more
chances to acquire mastery over the language.  In order to communicate in English students
need to know a certain amount of words if not communication will break down. Poor
vocabulary leads to poor performance in academics as well as at workplace. The better the
vocabulary the greater are the chances of quick progress so students should pick up the habit of
reading to improve their vocabulary.

The atmosphere in which a language is learnt is very important in learning and it has the
power to alter a student’s motivation either positively or negatively. Some teachers dishearten
students by criticizing their inability to speak well. Such behaviour leads to students’ refusal to
speak in English classes. Only a supportive atmosphere will allow students to speak without
fear. Creation of such congenial atmosphere even paves the way to enhance the quality of
performance of the students in their academics.

Teachers should be very confident when it comes to teaching English. They need to
develop their own skills, knowledge and understanding for reading literary works. Literature-
based approach can be adopted to teach of English. The teachers need to read books in English
for professional development and they can enroll as members of English groups or teaching
associations. They must be competent to retain the interest of the children, make the lesson
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enjoyable with an attention-grabbing beginning and ensure students involvement throughout
the lesson. Teachers should motivate students to read books and sufficient books are to be
available in the school or college library. Teachers should also take efforts to move beyond the
textbooks. They can teach words or sentence patterns beyond that given in the text-books and
can be more creative in the use of textbooks.

There are many different ways for making grammar and spelling and pronunciation
interesting for the students. Internet is a blessing to many teachers and they can design a
variety of different games using it to help the students. In the form of storytelling, playing
vocabulary games, encouraging students to talk about themselves and their friends, inspiring
with motivational videos and involving students in debate, group discussions, conducting
reading programmes like reading aloud, reading paragraphs in stories and newspaper reading
teachers can make their class interesting and beneficial to the students. To enhance their
listening and speaking skills techniques such paired work, group work, role play and formal
tasks like answering questions,  describing things and actions can also be given. As group work
helps the students to improve their language competency, students can be motivated to
participate in discussions.

Language lab is an effective tool for both students and teachers as it offers a very different
experience from the traditional system of teaching and learning English. As the lab provides a
congenial ambience to the learners to gain proficiency in English, the need for setting up the
language laboratory in schools and colleges are imperative today. More than 1,900 TED talks
available with transcripts to watch for free online in the official TED website and YouTube.
TED talks are extremely beneficial to the language learners. As talks are delivered by native
English speakers, linguists and language teachers from all over the world, these are immensely
helpful in enhancing one’s vocabulary, comprehension and pronunciation skills. Of late online
courses have proved to be a boon to the language learners. With Massive Open Online Courses
(MOOOCs), learners have the opportunity to study university- quality courses at a lower cost.
There are courses free of cost and students can get enrolled to improve their language
competency.

Teachers’ influence play a predominant role in students’ progress hence teachers can use
folk tales, legends, fairy tales, interesting short stories etc. to make sure the participation of
students in the class and make English language learning meaningful and effective. Students
should be encouraged to read English News papers, novel, short stories, plays and articles from
leading magazines so as to nurture reading habit and vocabulary. Teachers should encourage
students to lookup English dictionaries to widen their active vocabulary by regular practice in
the colleges. Opportunities should be provided to students to frame short and simple spoken
sentences in the class, this develops their speaking and writing skills. They should be advised
to watch and listen to English news like CNN, BBC etc and English movies so as to learn
correct pronunciation of various words and improve their listening skill. Teachers should give
enough practice to face interviews by conducting mock interviews in schools and colleges so as
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to build their confidence in spoken English. As part of English club activities drama, play can
be enacted to enhance spoken English skill.

To have the gift of the gab in English is a skill and like most other skills it can be learnt if
students have the smartness to find the right path and willpower. There is nothing that cannot
be improved. Positive attitude and formal systematic training are required to overcome the
weakness. They have to invest some time in training to knock the weakness off and to enjoy the
benefit for the rest of their life. Consistent and never-ending self- improvement is the only way
to achieve proficiency in any language.
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