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Abstract 
 The “Subsistence women entrepreneurs” may be defined as the women or the groups of women, who initiate, organize 
and operate a business enterprise out of poverty. The present study attempts to ascertain the problems faced by the 
subsistence women entrepreneurs of Tripura and to provide the suggestions for the development and growth of subsistence 
women entrepreneurs of Tripura. The sample of the study is 40 subsistence women entrepreneurs; the entire sample 
belongs to the Jamatia tribe of Tripura. Depth interview with the help of schedule method was conducted to collect Data 
from different markets of rural areas. The findings reveal that most of them face the problem of low income, fear of failure, 
household responsibility, lack of education, lack of business knowledge, stiff competition, lack of social support, lack of 
government and institutional support. The study concludes that the government and financial institutions should take 
more initiative in providing the entrepreneurial awareness, orientation and skill development programs for women. 
Keyword: women entrepreneurship, subsistence, Jamatia tribe, Tripura. 

 
Introduction 

 Women have a big role towards the development of the economy, society, and family. Women 

in the present era have been competing neck to neck with men in all area of life. But still, women are 

considered as the weaker sex than men because of its tradition that has been followed by the society 

from generations in India. Indian women have to go a long way to achieve the equal rights and 

position because the tradition is deeply rooted in Indian society where the sociological set up has 

been made a male dominant one (Goyal et al., 2011). There are many women who dreams of doing 

something independently, instead of seating inside the four walls fully dependent on their husband 

and looking after their children’s and family. On the other hand, there are many women who come 

out of the four walls and stands on their own guards independently despite several social hurdles. 

These women have brought the transformation towards the thinking of the society, towards the 

education, status of women and standard of living.  

 They always tend to give a good competition to men in every discipline of life including the 

entrepreneurial activities. Entrepreneurship among women is an important avenue through which 

women can overcome their subordination with the family and the society as a whole (Pharm et al., 

2013). The government has introduced many Entrepreneurship development programs to create 

awareness and to provide assistance to the subsistence women entrepreneurs in India. But, has 

failed to develop and improve the standard of subsistence women entrepreneurs of rural India. 

Therefore this study is undertaken to determine the problems and to provide suggestions towards 

the development of subsistence women entrepreneurs in Tripura.  

 

Defining Subsistence Entrepreneurship 

 As noted, subsistence entrepreneurship refers to settings of venture out of poverty in which a 

new venture offers little in terms of the potential to significantly improve the entrepreneur’s life or 

that of the entrepreneur’s family. This type of entrepreneurial firm is usually a small, lifestyle-
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business that rarely hires employees from outside of the immediate family, and generally does not 

experience much growth (Fischer, 2013).7 While generating some revenue, such entrepreneurial 

ventures do not offer the potential for most poor individuals to substantially improve their life 

situation as they typically have limited scalability and potential for growth. Some evidence indicates 

that women can, through such entrepreneurship, improve their families’ daily calorie intakes (Todd, 

1996). Such entrepreneurship seeks to help the people to meet their daily basic needs. These types of 

activities are carried out for the survival of the family. Such entrepreneurship generally does not 

improve significantly the total lives of those who operate such businesses (Bruton et al., 2014). 

 

Subsistence Women Entrepreneurs in Tripura  
 Most of the People living in the rural areas of Tripura belong to the indigenous tribe, dependent 

on jhum cultivation and agricultural activities. Majority of these people are poor and lives in a 

pathetic socio- economic condition. Earlier male used to be the only person to earn in the family, but 

in the current scenario, the income generated by men alone is not enough for the survival of the 

family. Seeing no other option left, many women have started taking up entrepreneurship as the 

source of survival. But the activities carried out by these entrepreneurs are mostly subsistence and 

income generated from this activity is too low to bring the transformation towards their standard of 

living. The kinds of activities carried out by them are small in nature, the kind of activities carried 

out by them are: collection of vegetable from the jungles and selling it in the local markets, buying 

of vegetables from the farmers and selling in the market, operating small dry fish shop, cloth shop, 

fast food shops, tailoring etc. Most of the women entrepreneurs are still in a position to shut down 

their business anytime, due to different factors such low income, inappropriate financial assistance, 

lack of business knowledge, lack of psychological support etc. Hence, the aim of these entrepreneurs 

is to have a daily sustainable income, so that they can overcome the poverty and provide good 

education to their children. Most of the entrepreneurs are not aware of the schemes that have been 

introduced by the governments and other institutions. Neither have they expected anything from 

the government as they have only bitter experience in the past. To become a successful women 

entrepreneur is still a far cry for most of them, majority of them still lives in the darkness with the 

hope to improve the standard of living and to overcome the various circumstances that come in 

their life.  

 

Objective of the Study 

1. To determine the problem faced by the subsistence women entrepreneurs in Tripura. 

2. To provide the suggestion for the growth of subsistence women entrepreneurs of Jamatia tribe. 

 

Methodology 

 The unit of analysis in this study is the subsistence women entrepreneurs operating in the rural 

areas Gomati District in Tripura. The sample of the study is 40 subsistence women entrepreneurs; 

the entire sample belongs to the Jamatia tribe of Tripura. Depth interview with the help of schedule 

method was conducted to collect Data from different market of rural areas of Gomati District. The 

interview was conducted in Kokborok language. The data are arranged in the form of table and 

critically analyzed with the help of percentage analysis. 
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Findings 

Problems of Subsistence Women Entrepreneurs 

 Low Income: The main motivational factor for the subsistence women entrepreneurs is to earn a 

sustainable income. But earning sustainable income has been one of the major problems for most of 

the rural women entrepreneurs. According to the data, 90% of the respondent said that low income 

has been one of the main barriers towards the development of their entrepreneurship. According to 

them, most of the customers in the rural areas are poor and lives in a very bad economic condition, 

and majority of them fail to acquire the basic necessities of life. Hence it is always difficult for the 

entrepreneurs to find the potential customers. 

 Fear of Failure and Risk Bearing Ability: The subsistence women entrepreneurs are in a 

situation where they have the equal probability of growing the business and closing down the 

business. 80% of the respondent feels insecure of their business due to low income; lack of business 

knowledge etc. and most of them fail to bear risk due to the lack of financial support from family, 

friends and financial institutions. Apart from that, most of the women entrepreneurs are neither 

educated nor self-dependent; hence it hampers their decision to stay in the business in losses. 

 Household Responsibility: In a male dominant country like India women gives much more 

prominence to the family ties and relationship compared to men. Women are always expected to 

look after the family and children after their marriage. Hence it becomes difficult for them to make a 

balance between the family and their business. It is not an easy task for the women to run their 

business and family at the same time. About 70 % of the respondent aged “Between” (30-40) says 

that it is one the main problem that hinders the development of their business. 

 Lack of Education: From the time of their ancestors, women in Tripura were dependent on the 

agriculture and jhum cultivation. Since most of the parents were always busy with the agricultural 

work it becomes the prior responsibility of the girls to take care of their siblings younger to them. 

Apart from that, girls were never encouraged to go to school and get proper education because the 

importance of the education was never known to them. Hence 90% of the respondent agrees that 

lack of the education is one of the main problems in the development of their business. 

 Lack of Business Knowledge: The high rate of failure or inability to grow is due to the lack of 

business knowledge and training. Most of the entrepreneurs start their business without proper 

knowledge about the customers and the market. Hence the generation of the new ideas becomes 

difficult for them, as most of the entrepreneurs are uneducated and lacks the master business skills 

for the success and profitability of the business. 

 Stiff Competition with Urban Entrepreneurs: The urban entrepreneurs have more exposure, 

better scope, more potential customers and more business skills than the rural women 

entrepreneurs. Most of the urban entrepreneurs sell their goods on the credit system but the rural 

entrepreneurs fail to do the same due to less investment and the backup plans. Hence, majority of 

the customers prefers to buy the product from the urban entrepreneurs rather than rural women 

entrepreneurs. 

 Lack of Social Support: Lack of social support is one of the main constraints for the women 

entrepreneurs in Tripura. Most of the parents expect their children to be government employee after 

the completion of their education, as it provides more stable income and security. In the same 
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manner, there are many educated people who move to the urban areas in search of the jobs. In case 

of women, the society expects the women to be a good homemaker if she is uneducated, and to get a 

good government job if she is educated. Hence lack of social support hampers the growth of the 

women entrepreneurship in Tripura. 

 Lack of Support from Government and Financial Institutions: Lack of proper knowledge 

about the financial support and lack of confidence to repay the loan has been one of the biggest 

challenges faced by the women entrepreneurs. The government and other financial institution have 

come up with different schemes but have failed in helping the women entrepreneurs in Tripura. 

Although commercial banks are canvassing their loan policy vigorously, there are lots of problems 

faced by the entrepreneurs in getting their loan sanction. 

 

Table Problems of Subsistence Women Entrepreneurs 

S. No Problems of Subsistence Women Entrepreneurs Response yes Response No 

1. Low Income 90% 10% 

2. Fear of Failure & Lack of Risk bearing Capacity 80% 20% 

3. Household responsibilities 90% 10% 

4. Lack of education 90% 10% 

5. Lack of business knowledge 80% 20% 

6. Stiff competition with rural entrepreneurs 80% 20% 

7. Lack of social Support 90% 10% 

8. Lack of government support & financial institution 100% ---- 

Sources: field Survey 
 

Suggestions 

1. Awareness program should be conducted with the intention to create awareness among the 

women about various business opportunities in their area. 

2. There should be a continuous support, motivation, inspiration, and co-operation from family, 

government and institutions to develop the women entrepreneurs. 

3. Knowledge about the business and lack of training has always been the barriers for most of the 

entrepreneurs. Therefore, Training program should be conducted to educate and develop the 

professional competencies in carrying out the business more efficiently. 

4. The financial institution should take the initiative to provide the microcredit system to the rural 
women entrepreneurs. 

5. The rural women entrepreneurs should be provided a soft loan with the reasonable interest rate 

to start and grow their business. 

6. There should be a special branch for the rural women entrepreneurs where they can report the 

problems and the issues in developing their business. 

7. The government should introduce more schemes for the betterment of the rural women 

entrepreneurs. 

8. There should be a regular investigation to check if the scheme is functioning in a proper manner 

or not and to check the impact of the scheme towards the rural women entrepreneurship. 
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Conclusion 

 Entrepreneurship has played a big role as the source of survival for many people in Tripura. As 

a result, there is an increase in the number of women entrepreneurs in the rural areas of Tripura 

despite of many barriers and problems. Efforts have been taken to solve the problems and to bring 

changes towards the development of the subsistence women entrepreneurship. But unfortunately, 

the activities have benefited only to few women entrepreneurs. A large number of women 

entrepreneurs are yet to experience the scheme provided by the government and other financial 

institutions. Most of the women entrepreneurs still live in a poor and pathetic condition. At this 

point of time, there is a need for entrepreneurial awareness, orientation and skill development 

programs for women. The government and other financial institution should take the initiative of 

providing soft loan and credits with minimum interest. The unexplored talent and potentiality of 

the young women should be identified, trained and used to bring changes towards the development 

and growth of subsistence women entrepreneurs. The women of Jamatia tribe have the potential of 

taking entrepreneurship as the career if proper training and attention is given to them. 
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