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Abstract 

 Recently United Nations ratified 17 sustainable development goals in their 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development among 

which quality education was a unique goal that focussed purely on educational field. According to them, qualitative education 
ensures inclusive and equitable education to all children. Each individual has a unique way of learning and everyone learns by the 
style which suits him/her the best. This paper proposes two approaches that can be added in a regular B.Ed curriculum for quality 

education: 1.Certificate course: To conceptualize about different learning styles of school students and their suitable pedagogical 
methodologies. 2. Providing compulsory field based internship in special schools. The above suggestions were given as a result of the 

findings of Sarika Sharma, Parveez Lone and Sankar Prasad Mohanty, Nishipadma Nanda in their papers “Impact of learning 
style on academic achievement”, “Inclusive practices in elementary education” respectively. To provide quality education in schools, 

changes should be brought in B.Ed colleges. Hence, effective and necessary changes as mentioned earlier can be brought in B.Ed 
curriculum to promote good qualitative education.  
 
Introduction 

 Education is the basic requirement for human development. With education, employment 

opportunities are broadened and income levels are increased. The development of an individual 

and the progress of a nation depend on education. It is also the principal instrument in 

awakening the child to cultural values and thus is the strongest force in the development and 

growth of a child in preparing him/her to be a responsible, intelligent, and capable citizen. But 

education in India has always been in a state of apathy. Though the government of India has put 

various articles for education, the drop out and retention rates have always been higher. One of 

the major reasons for such cases is mediocrity in education. United Nations spearheaded the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), officially known as Transforming our world: the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development which is a set of 17 "Global Goals" with 169 targets. 

Among them, 4th goal was laid exclusively for education. It stated, “Quality Education – Ensure 

inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all.” 

There are two key words in the statement which makes the basis for this thematic paper: 

Inclusion and Equitable Education. 

 
Research Aims 

 To identify the need for quality education : Inclusive and Equitable Education 

 To perform analysis and convey suggestions based on the results to provide qualitative 

education for all the students. 

 
Research Approach 

Inclusion   

 The most common reason for drop out is Physical disorders which stands at the ratio of 80 

i.e. 21.8% (Arun N.R. Kishore & K.S. Shaji, 2012). Students with physical disorders were not 

given a chance to learn in regular classrooms since it was seen as a burden to both the teacher 
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and the management. But some schools today are opting for inclusive classrooms but the 

teachers are not specifically trained to handle those children. It is difficult to train in-service 

teachers since it needs a lot of planning and it cannot assure that all the teachers are getting the 

required training. Inclusive Education and Special education are added as subjects in most of 

the teacher training colleges but knowledge without proper training is futile. Therefore, it is 

appropriate give adequate training to pre-service teachers as a part of their curriculum. Student-

teachers are sent for internship at different schools for training and it is the integral component 

of teacher education curriculum. This paper suggests for field based internship at special 

schools (for duration of minimum one month) along with their regular internship. This field 

based internship should help the student-teacher to understand and prepare herself/himself for 

an inclusive classroom as for future. Student-teachers must be prepared in the instructional 

setting to adapt instruction for an individual by changing one or more aspects of the material 

being taught such as:  

 The method by which the instruction can be delivered to the student.  

 The amount of content material to be covered  

 The evaluation method or criteria  

 The level of assistance that can be provided in the learning situation  

 The learning environment: and/or  

 The instructional materials that can be used by the student. (Beningh of & Singer, 1995) 

 
Equitable Education 

 One of the synonyms of equitable is proper or right. This meaning upholds the basis of the 

second suggestion i.e. giving proper or right education. Every child has his/her own learning 

style and when teaching takes place according to the specific learning style of the student, it 

improves the speed and quality of learning for the child. Therefore, it is the responsibility of the 

teacher to comprehend the learning styles of his/her students and teach them with proper 

instructional aids, according to the child‟s capacity .i.e. equitable education. As the diversity of 

students in the present scenario continues to expand, students come to schools with varied 

ethnic and cultural backgrounds, from a multitude of training programs and institutions, 

different physical disorders and with differing learning styles. These changes and advances in 

technology have led many educators to reconsider traditional, uniform instruction methods and 

stress the importance of considering student learning styles in the design and delivery of course 

content. Mismatches between an instructor's style of teaching and a student's method of learning 

have been cited as potential learning obstacles within the classroom and as a reason for using a 

variety of teaching modalities to deliver instruction. A learning style is not in itself an ability but 

rather a preferred way of using one‟s abilities (Sternberg 1994). Individuals have different 

learning styles, that is, they differ in their „natural, habitual, and preferred way(s) of absorbing, 

processing, and retaining new information and skills‟ (Reid 1995: viii). Learning styles are 

considered by many to be one factor of success in higher education. Many researchers have 
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argued that knowledge of learning styles can be of use to educators. Faculty members with 

knowledge of learning styles can tailor pedagogy so that it best coincides with learning styles 

exhibited by the majority of students. This leads to the second suggestion recommended in this 

paper which proposes a (certificate) course on “Understanding different learning styles of the 

students for better teaching-learning environment” incorporated in teacher education 

curriculum.  

The common learning styles are:  

 Visual (spatial): Prefer using pictures, images, and spatial understanding.  

 Aural (auditory-musical): Prefer using sound and music.  

 Verbal (linguistic): Prefer using words, both in speech and writing.  

 Physical (kinaesthetic): Prefer using body, hands and sense of touch.  

 Logical (mathematical): Prefer using logic, reasoning and systems.  

 Social (interpersonal): Prefer to learn in groups or with other people.  

 Solitary (intrapersonal): You prefer to work alone and use self-study.  

 
Research Findings 

 Sarika Sharma and Parveez Ahmad Lone (2017) in their research on “Impact of learning 

style on Academic Achievement: An Exploration in Context of Secondary School Students.” 

presented a study with 248 secondary students from 9 different secondary schools which 

concluded with a fact that the way of learning is one of the factors that affect the academic 

achievement of the student. 

 Sankar Prasad Mohanty and Nishipadma Nanda (2017) in their research paper, “Inclusive 

Practices in Elementary Education:What do the heads of schools perceive?” sampled the 

principals, teachers of 20 schools, which resulted that nearly 96.7% staff do not have any 

awareness on inclusive classroom nor the ability to understand the requirements of special 

children. 

 Teena Sarao (2016) in her paper, ”Obstacles and challenges in Inclusive Education in India 

with Special Reference to Teacher Preparation” has laid out the various challenges and 

suggestions for Inclusive Classroom and among them was to make inclusion appropriate 

teacher preparation for inclusive education must be made compulsory in all teacher 

education programmes. 

 Masume Kalantari, Mohammad Tahan and Afsaneh Taraghi in their International Journal of 

Psychology (2016), ”Study of Innovation in Learning Styles of Students in Different 

Secondary School Branches” sampled 232 secondary students and arrived at about 95.2% 

students showing positive score when teachers conform planning and educational methods 

to the learning styles of the students. 

 Ajay K.Das, Ahmed B. Kuyini, Ishwar P.Desai in their International Journal of Special 

Education (2013), “Inclusive Education in India: Are the teachers prepared?” examined the 

current skill levels of  353 regular school teachers in Delhi, in order to teach students with 
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disabilities in inclusive education settings. The result showed that about 334 teachers were 

not skilled enough to handle such children. 

 Frank Romanelli, Eleanora Bird and Melody Ryan (2009) in their journal, “Learning Styles: 

A Review of Theory, Application, and Best Practices” administered 138 students with the 

ILS (Index of Learning Survey) instrument which resulted at the index of 0.69 which 

proposes that learners will likely be more successful when classrooms, either by design or 

by chance, are tailored to their learning style. 

 
Conclusion 

 Education is the basic right of every child. And every child deserves to be given 

unprejudiced and qualitative education. A good quality education is one that provides all 

learners with capabilities they require to become economically productive, develop sustainable 

livelihoods, contribute to peaceful and democratic societies and enhance individual well-being. 

So the capacity development to improve the quality of teachers is crucial. Teachers are the 

foundation for education; correspondingly teachers should be given adequate training. Pre-

service teachers are mouldable and can learn easily, therefore suitable coaching should be given 

in the teacher education course to reach the goal .i.e. qualitative education. 
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