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Abstract 

 University Education Commission (1948-49) emphasized the welfare and betterment of humanity as the ultimate goal of 
higher education. National Policy on Education 2016 has a mention that education is the most important vehicle for social, 

economic and political transformation. It replicates the role of education in creation of values, provides skills and competencies 
among the people , and  enhances the contribution to the national well- being; strengthens the democracy by empowering common 
people; acts as an integrative force in the country. However, Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA) involves a greater 

degree of capacity building measures to enhance the GER in higher education on par with global average. It includes development of 
infrastructure, recruiting sufficient teaching staff, making higher education more accessible, allocating adequate funds, providing 

technological support for gathering the information and addressing the issue of quality education. Panigrahi et.al, (2011) found that 
the overall GER of higher education of India with special reference to the state West Bengal can be increased. Das et.al (2011) study 

reveals that the model for quality of e-learning content of West Bengal higher education can be enriched and simultaneously the 
student will be impressed to go for higher education through this mode and the GER of West Bengal will increase. Here, the policies, 
schemes and initiatives play a predominant role to enhance the GER in higher education. They develop the intellectual capacity 

among the people of the country.  Hence, the GER of Indian higher education also improved to 24.5 percent in the year 2015-16 
(MHRD, 2016). It is in this context, the paper makes its attempt to highlight the policy perspectives of GER in higher education 

towards the human resources in the country. 
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Introduction 

 The importance of higher education has been clearly expressed by our first Prime Minister 

Sri. Jawaharlal Nehru in the following words: “A university stands for humanism, for tolerance, 

for reason, for the adventure of the ideas and for the search of truth. It stands for onward march 

of human race towards even higher objectives. If the universities discharge their duties 

adequately, then it is well with the nation and the people”. It indicates that higher education 

occupies a crucial position in education system of a nation as it affects the overall development 

of a country (NKC, 2016). 

 Education Policies are part and parcel of almost all the countries across the globe. India is 

one of the countries which have been working on a number of education policies since long.  

A policy is a deliberate system of principles to guide decisions and achieve rational outcomes. 

Over the last two decades, India has remarkably transformed its higher education landscape.  

It has created widespread access to low-cost high-quality university education for students of all 

levels. With well-planned expansion and a student-centric learning-driven model of education, 

India has not only bettered its enrolment numbers but has dramatically enhanced its learning 

outcomes. 
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 A differentiated three-tiered university system – where each tier has a distinct strategic 

objective – has enabled universities to build on their strengths and cater across different 

categories of educational needs. Further, with the effective use of technology, India has been 

able to resolve the longstanding tension between excellence and equity. India has also 

undertaken large-scale reforms to better faculty-student ratios by making teaching an attractive 

career path, expanding capacity for doctoral students at research universities and delinking 

educational qualifications from teaching eligibility. However, online and non-traditional 

learning programs such as massive open online courses (MOOCs), open course ware (OCW), 

CLEP exams, ed2go courses, and Straighter Line courses have become commonplace. The goals 

of these initiatives are two-fold: to attempt to reduce the cost of higher education and to expand 

the colleges‟ reach to individuals outside their typical recruiting area (PWC Report, 2014). 

Hence, the policies, initiatives, schemes and programmes are playing a pivotal role to the 

progress of the human being in particular and the development of the nation in general. 

 
Present Scenario of Gross Enrolment Ratio in Indian Higher Education 
Table 1   Gross Enrolment Ratio in Higher Education – Year Wise 

Source: Ministry of Human Resource Development Report (MHRD, 2016). 

 From the year-wise table, witnessing the improvement of GER in 

Indian higher education and it acknowledged to lead the global average. 

From the year 2012-13(18.8%), 2013-14(22.5%) and 2014-15(23.6%) of GER 

indicates the phenomenal growth in access to higher education cuts across 

in States, religion, gender thereby increasing the Gross Enrolment Ratio 

from 10% in 2000 to 23.6% by 2015. Now the GER is 24.5%. It will be 

increased to 30 % by 2020. 

 
Policy Perspectives in Higher Education: National Policy on Education 

1986/92 

 The draft National Policy on Education framed in 1986, and modified 

in 1992 stressed upon employing Educational Technology to improve the 

quality of education. The Vision, Mission and the Policy goals as laid in the 

policy are: 

Vision - The IT/ICT policy in Education aims at preparing youth to participate actively in the 

establishment, sustenance and growth of a knowledge society leading to all round socio- 

economic development of the nation and enhanced global competitiveness. 

Mission -Device catalyzes, support and sustain IT/ICT and enabled activities and processes in 

order to improve Access, Equity and Quality. 

Policy Goals - To achieve the above, the IT/ICT policy in Education will work towards, 

 Creating an environment in the states to develop IT/ICT knowledgeable community 

 Creating an IT/ICT literate community who can deploy, utilize, benefit from IT/ICT and 

contribute to nation building 

Year Ger (%) 

1950-60 0.7 

1960-61 1.4 

1979-80 5.0 

1989-90 6.0 

1999-00 10.0 

2006-07 12.3 

2011-12 17.9 

2012-13 18.8 

2013-14 22.5 

2014-15 23.6 

2015-16 24.5 



 
 
 

 
25 | P a g e  Shanlax International Journal of Education 

 

Vol. 6                   Special Issue 1                  December 2017            ISSN: 2320 - 4168 

 

 Create an environment of Collaboration, Cooperation and Sharing, conducive to the creation 

of demand for an optimal utilization of and optimum returns on the potentials of IT/ICT in 

school/higher education 

 Promote universal, equitable, open and free access to state-of- the-art IT/ICT enabled tools 

and resources to all students and teachers] 

 Promote development of localized quality content and enable students and teachers to 

partner in the development and critical use of shared digital resources 

 Promote development of professional networks of teachers, continuing education of 

teachers; guidance, counselling and academic support to students 

 Promote research, evaluation and experimentation in IT/ICT tools and enabled practices in 

order to inform, guide and critically utilize the potentials of IT/ICT in education 

 Motivate and enable wider participation of all sections of society in strengthening education 

through appropriate utilization of IT/ICT. 

 This policy aimed to promote national progress, a sense of common citizenship and culture, 

and to strengthen national integration. It laid stress on the need for a radical reconstruction of 

the education system, to improve its quality at all stages, and therefore gave much greater 

attention to science and technology, the cultivation of moral values and a closer relation 

between education and the life of the people. 

 
Initiatives to improve Gross Enrolment Ratio in Higher Education  

Some common initiatives to improve the GER in higher education are as follows: 

 Several new universities and colleges have to be established throughout the country where 

the initiative is required. 

 Providing scholarship under various government schemes for the marginalised and 

deprived community in the society. 

 Providing with subsidy on student loans for higher education purpose. 

 Digitalizing the classrooms. 

 Using Information and Communication Technology (ICT) by institutions.  

 Strengthening the initiatives of National Institute Ranking Framework (NIRF) in 2015. 

 Providing grant to colleges and universities to help them improve their infrastructure 

(RUSA). 

 Enhancing intake capacity of existing institutions of higher education subject to the 

infrastructural and institutional facilities. 

 Developing the „College Cluster Universities‟ regionally. 

 Expanding the number and coverage of scholarship schemes for SC/ST and OBC students. 

 Continuing Girls Hostel schemes and Single Girl Child Scheme. 

Higher Education Vision 2030: towards a brave new world of higher education 

 Following are the aspirational vision of Indian higher education by the year 2030: (EY & 

FICCI, 2013). 
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 India is the single largest provider of global talent, with one in four graduates in the world 

being a product of the Indian system. 

 India is among top 5 countries globally in cited research output, its research capabilities 

boosted by annual R&D spends totalling over US$140 billion. 

 India is in the fourth cycle of its research excellence framework, with at least a 100 of Indian 

universities competing with the global best. 

 23 Indian universities are among the global top 200, going from none two decades ago. 

 In the last 20 years alone, 6 Indian intellectuals have been awarded the Nobel Prize across 

categories. 

 India is a regional hub for higher education, attracting global learners from all over the 

world. 

 The country has augmented its GER to 50% while also reducing disparity in GER across 

states to 5 percentage points. 

 The Indian higher education system is needs-blind, with all eligible students receiving 

financial aid. Two thirds of all government spending towards higher education is spent on 

individuals, including faculty and students. 

 India‟s massive open online courses, started by several elite research universities, 

collectively enrol 60% of the world‟s entire student population. 

 Indian higher education institutions are governed by the highest standards of ethics and 

accountability, with every single one of them being peer-reviewed and accredited. 

 
Conclusion 

 Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD) informed that the Gross Enrolment 

Ratio (GER) for Higher Education in India increased to 24.5 percent during 2015-16. This is a 

positive step towards increasing the rate of literacy in the country. India is one of the youngest 

nations in the world with more than 54 percent of its total population below 25 years of age. 

This necessitates that the youth in the nation are equipped with the proper knowledge and skills 

to enter the workforce through the education and training (NEP, 2016). It is inevitable to 

produce more skilled forces in the country. Hence, empowering these people with productive 

knowledge and skills is an imperative task of higher education for attaining sustainability in the 

development process of the country (Rupon, 2012). The educated masses in the country are 

turned into healthy human resources, are considered to be the most productive class in the 

world.  
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