
 

 

 

 

28 | P a g e  Thiagarajar College of Preceptors, Teppakulam, Madurai 

Two Day National Conference on QUALITY EDUCATION FOR ALL – A SEARCH FOR IDENTITY 

 

EDUCATIONAL ASPIRATION AMONG HIGHER SECONDARY STUDENTS  

IN MADURAI DISTRICT  

 
Ms.N.Jayapriya, M.Sc., M.Ed., NET (Edn) 

Assistant Professor in Biological Science, Thiagarajar College of Preceptors, Madurai  

 
Introduction 

 In today’s modern world technology is changing rapidly, the advancement in science is very 

rapid. In order to cope up with these developments of the world the children especially in India 

should be goal oriented. Higher goals can be achieved only when they wish for it. Educational 

Aspiration at the adolescent level would contribute highly to achieve these goals later in their 

lives.  Educational Aspiration is a strong desire and eagerness to learn. Young people’s 

aspirations guide what students have to learn in school, how they can prepare for adult life and 

what they can eventually do. Educational Aspiration has been identified as a key strategy for 

widening educational participation in the lifelong learning process. It is very much essential for 

students at the higher secondary level to have a high Educational Aspirations. Today the Higher 

Secondary educational level decides the amount of success in life. The existing status in our 

Indian society posses different challenges like gender discrimination, Socio – economic status, 

varied conditions in schools etc. Hence it may not be possible for students to have the High 

Educational Aspirations required. So the researcher felt the need to investigate the Educational 

Aspiration of higher secondary students. 

 
Operational Definitions 

Educational Aspiration 

 Educational aspiration is a strong desire to reach something high or great. Young people’s 

aspirations guide what they have to learn in school, how they can prepare for adult life and 

what they can eventually do. 

 
Higher Secondary Students 

 The students studying XI standard in Higher secondary schools in Madurai District. 

 
Objectives 

The following are the objectives of the study 

 To find out the level of educational aspiration among the higher secondary students in 

Madurai district. 

 To find out the significant difference if any between the educational aspiration among the 

higher secondary students in Madurai district with regard to selected population variables. 
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Hypothesis 

 Educational aspiration among the higher secondary students is average. 

 There is no significant difference in the educational aspiration among the higher secondary 

students in Madurai district with regard to their gender, type of school, locality of school, 

stream, father’s education and mother’s education. 

 
Methodology 

 The present study adopts descriptive method survey as a technique. 

 
Tool Used for the Study 

 The investigator prepared and standardized a rating scale on Educational aspiration among 

higher secondary students. It is a two point scale consisting of 40 items. The reliability 

coefficient of the tool is 0.93 which is significant. Hence the tool is a highly reliable one. 

 
Sample of the Study 

 Samples of 320 students studying in higher secondary students were selected for the present 

study by adopting simple random sampling technique.  

 
Statistical Analysis 

 The mean scores and Standard Deviation of each category of data were found out.  

Then t-test was employed to test the hypothesis at 0.05% level of significance.  

 
Result and Discussions 

Hypothesis-1 

Educational aspiration among the higher secondary students is average. 

Table 1.1 Percentage analysis of Educational aspiration among higher secondary students 

 From the above table it is found that 

35.27% of the sample possesses high level of 

Educational Aspiration, 63.06% of the sample 

possesses moderate level of Educational 

Aspiration and 1.67% of the sample possesses 

low level of Educational Aspiration. Hence the framed hypothesis is accepted. 

 
Hypothesis-2 

 There is no significant difference in the educational aspiration among the higher secondary 

students in Madurai district with regard to their gender, type of school, locality of school, 

stream, father’s education and mother’s education. 

 

 

 

S.No 
Level of 

Educational aspiration 
Percentage of 

Samples 

1 High 35.27% 

2 Moderate 63.66% 

3 Low 1.67% 



 

 

 

 

30 | P a g e  Thiagarajar College of Preceptors, Teppakulam, Madurai 

Two Day National Conference on QUALITY EDUCATION FOR ALL – A SEARCH FOR IDENTITY 

Table 1.2 Mean, Standard deviation and t-values of higher secondary Students educational 

aspiration with regard to selected population variables 

Category N Mean SD t' value 
Level of 

Significance 

Gender 
Male 160 22.01 5.196 

9.438 Significant 
Female 160 26.77 4.337 

Type of School 
Government  160 24.66 5.200 

0.977 Not Significant 
Government Aided  160 24.11 5.478 

Locality of School 
Rural 93 24.42 5.300 

0.053 Not Significant 
urban 227 24.36 5.411 

Stream 
Science 230 24.29 5.098 

0.172 Not Significant 
Commerce 90 24.41 5.388 

Father’s Education 
Below SSLC 198 24.29 5.140 

5.116 Significant 
Above SSLC 122 19.89 10.922 

Mother’s 
Education 

Below SSLC 241 23.73 5.274 
4.647 Significant 

Above SSLC 79 19.49 11.435 

(Table value at 0.05 significant level is 1.96) 

 Since the calculated value is higher than the table value so there is a significant difference 

found between the educational aspiration of higher secondary students with regard to their 

gender, father’s education and mother’s education except type of school, locality of school and 

stream.  

 
Findings 

1. The level of educational aspiration among the higher secondary students is moderate.  

Hence the framed research hypothesis is accepted. 

2. There is significant difference in the level of Educational Aspiration between the male and 

female students. Hence the framed research hypothesis is rejected. 

3. There is no significant difference in the level of Educational aspiration between Government 

and Aided school students. Hence the framed research hypothesis is accepted. 

4. There is no significant difference in the level of Educational Aspiration between the students 

residing Rural and Urban area. Hence the framed research hypothesis is accepted. 

5. There is no significant difference in the level of Educational Aspiration between Commerce 

and Science students. Hence the framed research hypothesis is accepted. 

6. There is significant difference in the level of Educational Aspiration of higher secondary 

students whose Father’s Educational qualification is below SSLC and above SSLC.  

Hence the framed research hypothesis is rejected. 

7. There is significant difference in the level of Educational Aspiration of higher secondary 

students whose mother’s educational qualification is below SSLC and above SSLC.  

Hence the framed research hypothesis is rejected. 

Interpretation 

 The findings describes that 35.27 of the sample lies in the high level in their Educational 

Aspiration, 63.66% of sample lies in the moderate level of their Educational aspiration and 
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1.67% of the sample lies in the low level in their Educational aspiration. This may be due to 

ineffective motivational strategies used at home and at the school for the students who are lying 

in the low and moderate level of Educational Aspiration. 

 This study reveals that there is significant difference between male and female students in 

their Educational Aspiration. The female students have high Educational aspirations than the 

male students. This may be due to the special motivation and encouragement given by parents 

to female students. 

 This study reveals that there is no significant difference between Government and Aided 

school students in their Educational Aspiration. This may be due to equal importance given to 

education and getting of information about various courses of study with the help of sources 

like mass media, family, society etc. 

 This study reveals that there is no significant difference between the students residing in the 

urban and rural areas in their Educational Aspiration. This may be due to the availability of 

better coaching, better training, and better teaching methodologies given to them in their 

schools. 

 This study reveals that there is no significant difference with regard to higher secondary 

student’s stream, which may be due to the fact that they have strong will and motivation.  

Also the technological changes give more opportunities in various jobs. The society also gives 

equal importance to these subjects. 

 This study reveals that there is significant difference between Educational Aspiration of 

higher secondary student’s in terms of their parents’ educational qualification is below SSLC 

has high Educational Aspiration and Academic Achievement than the students whose parents 

Educational qualification is above SSLC. It seems that the low qualified parents motivate their 

wards towards education. They are bothered very much about their lack in education. So they 

wanted to make their children to achieve their greatest goal to a higher level. 

 
Educational Implications 

 In the modernized society both boys and girls are provided with equal opportunities to 

pursue their education. Universalisation of education provided equal opportunities and has 

made education affordable to all. This motivated, created an urge and eagerness for the students 

to go for higher education. 

 Government has provided with huge amount of incentives and facilities for both 

Government and Aided schools. Teachers are trained by the government in various mythologies 

of teaching. Thus teachers of both Government and Aided Schools are equally competent in 

motivating the students. 

 Since most of the students possess moderate level of educational aspiration. A strong and 

effective stimulus must be given to the students before they go for the Higher secondary level of 

education, which will help them to choose the right stream and also through which they can 
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achieve a lot in their life. Parents and teachers should play a vital role in bringing up the 

Educational Aspiration of the children by using interesting and effective techniques. 

 
Conclusion 

 Education is a part of human life; it cannot help the pursuers unless they have the required 

amount of Educational Aspiration. So the Educational Aspiration helps students to acquire the 

required educational status which decides his professional position and socio economic status. 

We need to recognize that every student starts going to school with the dream of achieving 

something big. If only we pay closer attention to the needs of these students and find ways of 

helping and supporting them, surely we can increase their achievement and bring out their 

dreams. 
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