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Introduction  

 Curriculum from the view point of the recipients of school education means different things 

to different people. It has been seen by some as all the learning experiences that the learner 

acquired under the guidance of schools directed towards acquiring some skills or competences. 

People who favour this conception of curriculum attribute the advantage of this definition to its 

focus on the learner and learning rather than teaching and its inclusion of all experiences of the 

learners both planned and unplanned. Having a consistent value of teaching is always 

important for a good education system. Therefore, curriculum can always be found in both 

eastern and western education system. However, with different interpretations towards the 

term “curriculum”, attitudes and values towards pedagogical approach may vary which in turn 

affects how students learn in schools.  

 
Quality Education 

 Quality education is not an easy concept to qualify. At a time when we are discussing a 

quality education for all our learners it is important to take time to understand this concept. 

 According to the Education for all Global Monitoring Report 2005 The Quality Imperative 

(EFA: GMR) two principles characterize most attempts to define quality in education the first 

identifies learners' cognitive development as the major explicit objective of all education 

systems. The second emphasises education's role in promoting values and attitudes of 

responsible citizenship and in nurturing creative and emotional development. 

 
Quality Curriculum 

 A principal objective of a quality curriculum is in a fair and inclusive manner to enable 

students to acquire and develop the knowledge, skills and values and the associated capabilities 

and competencies, to lead meaningful and productive lives. Key indicators of curriculum 

success include the quality of the learning achieved by students and how effectively students 

use that learning for their personal, social, physical, cognitive, moral, psychological and 

emotional development. A quality curriculum maximizes the potential for the effective 

enhancement of learning. Underlying this paper is the premise that educational quality should 

be understood primarily in terms of the quality of student learning which in turn depends to a 

great extent on the quality of teaching. Of prime importance in this is the fact that good teaching 

and learning are greatly enhanced by the quality relevance and effectiveness of the curriculum. 
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Definition 

 According to  K.P. Du Preez, The developmental process of constructing knowledge and 

experience in such a way that it will increase the ability of the student to grow in spiritual and 

emotional maturity as well as in academic excellence.   

 
Need of Curriculum 

 National development  

 Developing democratic life  

 Raising standard of living  

 National integration 

 Modernizing the society 

 Personal development  

 Education of whole man 

 
Nature of Curriculum 

 Kelly (1999) identifies three kinds of the nature of curriculum: planned curriculum, received 

curriculum and hidden curriculum. Planned curriculum means what is laid down in the 

syllabus. Received curriculum refers to the reality of students’ experiences. Hidden curriculum 

is knowledge that implicit knowledge students learn in school. Regarding classification Morris 

and Adamson (2010) raise the idea of null curriculum and outside curriculum on top of the 

three concepts stated by Kelly (1999) above. Null curriculum means topic excluded in the 

curriculum. Outside curriculum means knowledge students learn outside classroom and school. 

 
Purposeful Aims and Objectives 

The aims and objectives must be clearly and precisely stated bearing in mind the societal 

values and the needs of the child. In selecting and stating the aims and objectives, consideration 

should be given to the learner’s age level of development needs and interests. The economic 

attainment, religion, philosophy and norms of the people should also be put into consideration. 

 
Functionality 

 The curriculum planned must be workable practicable and feasible. For a curriculum 

planned to be called functional it must be stated in clear and understandable terms. 

Practicability is another criteria for judging the functionality of a curriculum. The curriculum 

should be able to succeed given the human and economic resources available. It should also be 

acceptable by the people in a given society. It should strike a balance between theory and 

practice. Issues in the curriculum should be attainable. 

 
Flexibility 

 The curriculum must be capable of adapting to the needs of the changing learner and the 

society. Since education is not static it should change with the society. It must be flexible and be 
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able to create an avenue for growth and development to attain the predetermined objectives.  

In order words it should be sufficiently flexible to enhance its adaptation to the changing 

condition and needs of the people. 

 
Relevance 

 It should emphasize those aspects that will be of benefit to the learner and the society.  

The curriculum should assist in helping to ease contact between the learner and his studies 

socialize him and facilitate the transfer of knowledge and developmental skills to the entire 

populace. 

 
Evaluation 

It should be subjected to evaluation to ensure that there is progress and that such a progress 

is in the desired direction. Evaluation as a characteristic could facilitate learning and teaching.  

It could produce records appropriate to the purpose for which records are essential and provide 

feedback for curriculum planners and teachers.                                                                   

 
Characteristics of Curriculum  

 A curriculum is an educational experience offered to the learner in a school setting 

including the time tabled subjects and all those aspects of its life certain changes in their 

behaviour. The functions of curriculum according to Onwuka(1996). 

 It determines educational direction including the decision of the type of society people want 

to live and serve in 

 It determines the principles and procedures which will help educators in selecting and 

arranging instructional programmes 

 It concerns itself with the application of the chosen principles 

 It determines and assesses what changes have been brought about 

 It determines the next steps to be taken 

Curriculum Development Process 

 Curriculum development leads to the creation of resource units, unit plans, course outline, 

and other curriculum guides that teachers and learners may use to facilitate the learning 

process. Experts in the field express that of all curriculum planning activities, curriculum 

development are often regarded as the most crucial since it basically defines the nature of the 

learner’s day to day life in the school. (Beane, Toebfer & Alessi, 1986). There are four major 

stages which are interdependent and interrelating in the process of curriculum development  

 The selection of aims, goals and objectives 

 The selection of appropriate learning experiences and content for the achievement of the 

aims, goals and objectives 

 Organisation of learning experiences 

 Evaluation of the extent to which the objectives identified in step 1, have been achieved 
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Implication on Classroom Practice  

 In describing the nature of curriculum it inspires me in thinking about what kind of teacher 

I would like to be in the future as well as the meaning of teaching in classroom. I as a student 

teacher think teachers should not view themselves as transmitter instead of solely conveying 

subject knowledge to students in lessons they should teach what it is worth teaching inside and 

outside classrooms. The concept of null curriculum reminds me that some topics are excluded 

due to political consideration but it does not mean that part of knowledge is unworthy learning. 

For instance Hong Kong textbook takes a short elaboration on the June Fourth Incident in the 

subject of Chinese History. Being a Chinese History teacher he or she could choose to follow the 

curriculum set by the government but as a teacher who takes full responsibility on the holistic 

development of students they should know the truth and justify by themselves. 

 From the past experiences gained in authentic teaching field I understand that time 

available for teaching in school is very limited. To further facilitate students’ learning teachers 

could encourage students grabbing learning opportunity by themselves. It is impossible to have 

a deep discussion on each topic under a curriculum. Teachers could have collaborative teaching 

session teaching students how they can carry out self learning outside classroom. During school 

attachment which was a kind of past experience gained in authentic teaching field I had a 

chance to observe collaborative teaching lessons and I was even granted an opportunity to teach 

in one of the sessions. In the observation part, I noticed that English teacher jointly cooperated 

with computer teachers teaching students how to check the pronunciation of unknown words 

online. Students had the chance to practice the skills they learnt in that session. 

Conclusion  

 Curriculum is the sum of total of all experiences to be provided to the learners and 

transacted by teachers. It can also define as the planned & guided learning experiences 

formulated through a systematic reconstruction of knowledge. The developed curriculum 

should be filtered through evaluation techniques. For this different models are to be employees 

and ultimately finalized. A good curriculum is the important one for the development of a child 

system, Quality Education and finally for national development. 
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