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Abstract 

 Identity refers the essential aspects of who a person is. Major aspects of Identity are gender, race (caste in Indian context), 
ethnicity, language, religion etc.. Each and every individual possess these multiple aspects of identity. Some aspects of identities are 

static and others are dynamic. The search for understanding the meaning of identity began at the early stage of human civilization. 
Philosophers and scientists have raised a lot of question related to the identity. Identity is defined as the fact of being whom a person 

in a society. Scientific attitude or temperament is required for understanding the emerging identities. In sociology identity is a 
person’s expression of own and conception of others individuality and affiliation. Genealogy of identity could be understand through 
observing the hierarchical structure and relationship pattern when a social interaction occurring among the social groups. 

Knowledge about identity is very much needed for the creation egalitarian and just society. This paper is all about identity questions 
which are observed in the current Indian society as well as all over the world. Newly educated society or so called knowledge society 

are more alert about their identity.  
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Introduction 

 Identity refers the “essential aspects of who a person is” (Oxford Dictionary, 2016) Major 

aspects of Identity are gender, race (caste in Indian context), ethnicity, language, religion etc.. 

Each and every individual possess these multiple aspects of identity. Some aspects of identities 

are static and others are dynamic. The search for understanding the meaning of identity began 

at the early stage of human civilization. Philosophers and scientists have raised a lot of question 

related to the identity. Identity is defined as the fact of being whom a person in a society. 

Scientific attitude or temperament is required for understanding the emerging identities. Science 

has introduced new way of thinking and hypothesizing facts. It inculcates the power of 

reasoning and understanding and pursuits in sharpening the intellectual capacity.  

 In sociology identity is a person‟s expression of own and conception of others individuality 

and affiliation. The notion of identity has a long history that manifests itself everywhere as the 

relation between „we‟ „and „others‟. Each social group has its own identity, and identities tie 

people together and define their worldview to a large extent. “Identity has a genealogy and 

knowing it would help us to understand why it came into existence”.(Thapar, 2014) Genealogy 

of identity could be understand through observing the hierarchical structure and relationship 

pattern when a social interaction occurring among the social groups. Sociologist perceived the 

power differences in gender as a result of socialization. Race or caste is cultural phenomenon 

than a biological. While ethnicity decides social position and status, language is considered as 

the symbol of civilization and religion provides social approval. Knowledge about identity is 

very much needed for the creation egalitarian and just society.  

 
Knowledge Society 

 The entire world is leaping towards a knowledge society. Even in rigid societies knowledge 

acquisition became an emerging trend. This tendency shows that new generation realized the 

value of knowledge. This is an indication of new enlightenment and a sign of knowledge 

revolution. In contemporary society knowledge is considered as the most valuable resource and 
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the most useful social capital. Knowledge explosion occurred in the society became a reason for 

making gradual change in the mindset of new generation. “The new generation is marching 

toward rationality and reasoning things.” (Banerjee, 2015) A new emerged educated class is 

rejecting moral policing and the violence perpetrated in the name of religion. This shows that 

education provide empowerment and courage to react in case of offence. Dynamics of 

knowledge society in Indian context was not free from the influence of pre-existing identities. 

Globalization, liberalization and privatization brought a new phase to these identities in the 

society by providing new occupational positions. Commoditization of knowledge as following 

the privatization of education denies the accessibility to the poor class. Commoditization of 

knowledge changed the entire meaning of education and the education system became job 

oriented. “In Marxian ideology a thing becomes commodity when it becomes a pure exchange 

value for its seller, not a use value any longer.” (Patnaik, 2013) In job market education became a 

commodity whose imbibing increases access to other commodities. The above description about 

the concepts of knowledge discloses the power of knowledge in the society and it‟s relevant in 

the modern time. For making a better knowledge society a balanced approach on traditional and 

modern wisdom is required. 
 

Identity and Knowledge Society 

 This paper is all about identity questions which are observed in the current Indian society as 

well as all over the world. Newly educated society or so called emerging knowledge society are 

more alert about their identity. 
 

Aspects of Identity 

 Identity can be classified to self-identity and social identity. Self-Identity is the fact or state 

of living or having objective reality which is static. Social Identity is the fact of being whom a 

person within a social order which is dynamic. The figure 1 show the components come under 

the each aspects of identity.  

 
Figure 1 Aspects of Identity 

Social Theories and Identity 

 Theories of Evolution of Human Society 

help to understand about the formation of 

human identities. Every human possess 

multiple identities and passes though various 

stages evolution as well. The table 1 shows how 

the human society took evolution as per the 

major sociological theories.  

 

Table 1 Evolution of Human Society 
Sociologist (1) (2) (3) 

Comte Theological Metaphysical Positive 

Morgan Savage Barbarian Civilized 

Spencer - Militant Industrial 

Lenski 
Horticultural (hunting  and  
gathering/ nomadic) 

Agricultural Industrial 
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Marx Primitive (ancient) 
Slavery/ feudalist 
(colonialist) 

Capitalist/ 
socialist 

Parson Primitive/Archaic 
Intermediate 
(medieval) 

Modern 

Weber Traditional Pre-industrial 
Rational 
/capitalist 

 Most of the sociologists agree that there are three kind societies exist or the human society 

goes though the three stages. Comte explains three kind of society that theological, 

metaphysical and positive society. Morgan named it as savage, barbarian and civilized societies. 

Similarly Lenski, Marx, Parson and Weber explain human society.  Comparing the 

characteristics of these three categories we can say that the first category is monistic and rigid in 

nature. The middle category is an example of dualist society and the last one is more liberal 

society. In the first and second category identity clashes might be seen than the third category. 

In the beginning of human society‟s evolution people keep rigid mentality about identity and 

for it. Violences are very common in that kind of society. When human society moves to rational 

scientific stage it may disappear.  

 The figure 2 shows how the human society goes through different stages and reaches to the 

knowledge society. This wave might not be appearing in entire world same time or similar way; 

however the entire society passes through all theses waves. Within a society also there will be 

different kind of groups. For example in Indian society some people attained the level of 

knowledge society but some people still remain in mythological and theological level. 

 
            Figure 2Waves of Human Society 

Historically human society crosses 

the mythological and theological stage 

and reached to the modern knowledge 

and scientific society. But the process not 

happens in every part of the world at a 

time.  The table 2 explains characteristics 

and the knowledge sources of different 

form of societies. 

 
Types of Society 

 The entire human society classified 

into three; ie 1) Mythological Society, 2) 

Theological Society and 3) Knowledge Society. Mythological Society believes in epics, myths 

and superstitions. Theological Society believes in tradition, texts and customs. Knowledge 

Societybelieves in rational and scientific knowledge. These three societies represent the 

development of human society and its process of modernization. 

Table 2 Types of Society 

Mythological Society Theological Society Knowledge Society 

Pre historic/ Ancient Historic/ Medieval Modern society 

Priori knowledge (deductive  
reasoning) -Kant 

Posteriori knowledge 
(inductive  reasoning) - Kant 

Propositional  knowledge 
(descriptive and detective) 



 

 

 

 

198 | P a g e  Thiagarajar College of Preceptors, Teppakulam, Madurai 

Two Day National Conference on QUALITY EDUCATION FOR ALL – A SEARCH FOR IDENTITY 

Oral tradition and 
pictography as testimony 

Verbal/ Textual Tradition 
Photo, audio and video-
graphies 

Hunting  and gathering Agricultural Industrial 

Anarchy Monarchy Democracy 

Superstitious, animism Religious, monism Secular, pluralist, rational 

Nomadic Civilized Networked 

Thesis Antithesis Synthesis 

 In modern society human find solutions through synthesizing knowledge using scientific 

method.  

Conclusion 

 Advancement in education is an indicator to measure the competence or well-being of an 

individual and the welfare of a society. Utility of knowledge in the developed nations is high 

compared to others. Socio-cultural conditions and low economic stability pull back the 

developing and less-developed nations. Outdated technology and over dependency keeps them 

under developed. The position of Indian society in various human development indices is low. 

India did not achieve self-sufficiency in education, science and technology. One of the 

Millennium Development Goals (MDG) forwarded by United Nation is the achievement of 

universal elementary educational. Developed nations already achieved the target but the other 

nations including India are struggling. Poverty is the biggest problem in India to achieve the 

dream of education for all. Radicalism is the threat widely seen in some part of world.  

 It is the responsibility of the educated or learned to provide opportunity for the rest. The 

Indian Constitution declared education as a fundamental right for each citizen of the country. 

The Government of India offers free education to all the children in the country. Still many 

children in the central as well as the remote parts of the country are not reaching to the school 

corridor. Corruption in the policy implication and the lack of proper awareness about various 

governmental programs are reasons for this stance. Educational policies cannot be formulated 

without knowing the social, cultural and historical context of the nation. Knowledge revolution 

in the East was a follow-up of Western enlightenment and industrial revolutions occurred in 

West. The geo-political incidents in the different part of the world were unique.  Knowledge 

society is in search for new identity beyond race, gender, religion, language, and ethnicity. The 

new identity formulates two classes these are “educated” and “un-educated.” 
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