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Abstract  

 This paper focuses on the occupational choice of higher secondary school students. Opportunity may influence how students 
have perceived their future in terms of the reasonable probability of a future in particular occupation fields. The issue of poverty has 

played an important determining role in the opportunities available to all. Occupation selection is one of many important choices 
students will make in determining future plans. This decision will impact them throughout their lives. The objective of the study 
was to find out the occupational choice of higher secondary school students with regard to gender and type of school. Survey method 

was used for the investigation. 120 higher secondary school students of Madurai district were used as sample for the study. The 
investigator has adopted the occupational choice scale which was developed and standardized by Sampath Kumar, A and Lakshmi, 

N (2010). 
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Introduction 

 Occupation choice is one important decision that every human being makes sometimes in 

one’s life, it is a decision that nobody should make a mistake about since what a person does 

for a living affects him in the present, as well as for the rest of his life. One’s occupation 

determines the kind of friends one keeps, where one stays, how one spends his spare time, 

where one works and other related variables. 

 The difficulty in occupation decision making among the youths coupled with the 

confusion and helpless unreleased on the young ones faced with such responsibilities has 

necessitated the formalized occupation counselling  practices  as  introduced  by  the  

educational  system  (Denga 2001). Occupation counselling is aimed at equipping individual 

students with adequate and vital information about the world of work that can lead them into 

making appropriate occupation decision. 

 
Need and Significance of the Study 

 The first factor in occupation choice, environment may influence the occupation 

s t ud ent s  choose . Parents’ educational background may influence student views on 

whether or not to continue their education. Someone they saw on television may have 

influenced the student, or parents may have demanded that they assume a family business. 

These are various environmental factors that would lead a student to a chosen occupation. 

 How students have seen themselves in a role in which personality is a   determining   factor   

may   influence   a   chosen   occupation.   Some occupations demand individual’s personality to 

match the qualities of the occupation. For example, sales people have to be outgoing. 

Opportunity may influence how students have perceived their future in terms of the reasonable 

probability of a future in particular occupation fields. The issue of poverty has played an 

important determining role in the opportunities available to all. The t y p e  o f  s c h o o l  

may determine what occupation a student chooses during a specific time in the student’s life; 

choices that will determine a large part of that student’s future. Some students will have to 

budget education according to their personal income. In this background the investigator has 
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decided to study the occupational choice of higher secondary school students with regard to 

gender and type of school. 
 

Objectives of the Study 

1. To find out the significant difference in the occupation choice of the higher secondary 

students with regard to gender.   

2. To find out the significant difference in the occupation choice of the higher secondary   

students with regard  to type of school.   
 

Hypotheses of the Study 
1. There is no significant difference in their occupational choice among the higher secondary 

school students in terms of gender. 

2. There is no significant difference in their occupational choice among the higher secondary 
school students in terms of type of school. 

 

Delimitations of the Study  

1. The study is limited to higher secondary school students of Madurai district only. 

2. The investigator has proposed to choose only 120 higher secondary students as sample for 
the study. 

 

Method Used  
 The investigator has adopted survey method in this study.  
 
Population and Sample 

 The population of the present study consists of higher secondary students those who are 

studying in higher secondary schools of Madurai district, Tamilnadu. The investigator has used 

simple random sampling technique for selecting the sample from the population. The sample 

consists of 120 high secondary students. 

 
Tool Used    

 This study aims to evaluate the gender and type of school wise analysis of occupational 

choice of higher secondary school students in Madurai district. Occupational choice scale was 

employed for the measurement of occupational choice among the higher secondary school 

students which was developed and standardized by Sampath Kumar, A and Lakshmi, N (2010). 

 
Statistical Techniques Used: Mean, SD and ‘t’ test was used in this study. 

 
Analysis of Data 

Table 1 Difference in the occupational choice of higher secondary school  
Students with regard to gender 

Variable Gender N Mean S.D Calculated ‘t’ value Remarks 

Gender 
Male 56 29.88 4.39 

2.716 S 
Female 64 25.53 5.15 

(At 5% level of significance the table value of ‘t’ is 1.96, S-Significant, NS-Not Significant) 
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Table 2 Difference in the occupational choice of higher secondary school  
students with regard to type of school 

Variable Type of School N Mean S.D Calculated ‘t’ value Remarks 

Type of School 
Government 74 28.28 4.89 

0.055 NS 
Private 46 26.39 5.68 

(At 5% level of significance the table value of ‘t’ is 1.96, S-Significant, NS-Not Significant) 

 
Results and Discussion  

1. Table 1 reveals that the calculated ‘t’ value (2.716) is greater than the table value (1.96) at 5% 

level of significance in the occupation choice of higher secondary school students with 

regard to gender. There is significant difference between male and female higher secondary 

school students in their occupational choice. While comparing the mean scores of male 

(mean=29.88) and female (mean=25.53) higher secondary students. It is inferred that the 

male students have better in the occupational choice. This may due to the fact that they are 

much exposed to have more occupational situational background and are aware on various 

opportunities available to them.  

2. Table 2 reveals that the calculated ‘t’ value (0.055) is less than the table value (1.96) at 5% 

level of significance in the occupation choice of higher secondary school students with 

regard to type of school. While comparing the mean scores of government school 

(mean=28.28) and private school (mean=26.39). There is no significant difference between 

Government and private school of higher secondary students in their occupational choice.  

 
Recommendations 

1. Motivate the students with hope and ambition in life.  

2. School may be arranged for vocational programmes for higher secondary school students. 

3. The school may be given better opportunity to develop awareness on occupation. 
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