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Abstract 
 This study aims to Enhancing English Language Spelling Skills among Primary Level Students  Through Language Games. 

“Spelling knowledge is the engine that drives efficient reading as well as efficient writing”.  Good spelling knowledge is important for 
effective word recognition.  Good spelling improves the writer’s choice of words and it motivate the students in writing. Objectives of 
the study is to identify the low achievers in  English language spelling skill, to facilitate learning task in English language Spelling 

Skill through language games, and to find out the effectiveness of language games in enhancing the English language spelling  skill 
among the primary level students . The present study is based on parallel group experimental design.  The investigator included pre 

test for both control group and experimental group and assessed the English language spelling skill among the students. The sample 
was drawn by purposive and random sampling technique. The investigator prepared language games for enhancing  English 

language spelling skill among primary level students . Language games useful for the teachers to enhance English language spelling 
skills among primary level students. It is helpful for the students to make more number of words without mistakes. Language games 
reduces the difficulties in English language spelling skills. Students able to find out the differences between  different sounds. The 

conception that spelling in writing is the forming of words from letters according to accepted usage. 
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Introduction 

 The English Language has become the world‟s Lingua Franca.  It is the main language for 

international communication in different fields including commerce, industry, politics and 

education.  Students at all levels want to improve their English language proficiency.  English 

language has four skills namely Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing.  All the four 

language skills in English, Writing skill is very essential for improving English language 

proficiency.  One of the important factor for writing skill is spelling.  Spelling describes „the way 

in which the symbols or letters are arranged in a conventional way to represent the orders of a 

language‟.  In English language, Spelling seems irregular because words have been affected by a 

variety of different influences over the centuries.  Good spelling helps the students to develop 

vocabulary, and develop automaticity in reading and writing words.  Good spelling is regarded 

as a sign of good education.  Poor spelling can have drastic effects in reading and writing. 

 As Share Templeton and Darnel Morris put it “Spelling knowledge is the engine that drives 

efficient reading as well as efficient writing”.  Good spelling knowledge is important for 

effective word recognition.  Good spelling improves the writer‟s choice of words and it motivate 

the students in writing. 

 
Improving Spelling Skills among the Students –Some of the Innovative Ideas 

 Some specialists suggest learning strategies to favour the acquisition of spelling skills, 

drawn from a combination of educational studies and interviews with spelling experts. As it 

might be expected, there is not a single approach or method on how to teach spelling that is best 

for all students and all teachers. However, there are some general guidelines the authoress 

found over her practicum and research that can be applied to almost every English class to 

improve spelling skills while dealing with vocabulary, as well as with oral, and written 

exercises. 
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 Some authors establish that to become a good speller there are four ways to achieve spelling 

goals and improve it as well; they call them „forms of spelling knowledge‟. 

These are: phonological knowledge: how words sound, visual knowledge: how words look, 

morphemic knowledge: how words change form, and etymological knowledge: where words 

come from. These forms of knowledge will make the student understand and use a correct 

spelling of words, depending on which they feel more comfortable and enabled to write and to 

spell.  

 
Integrating the Four Forms of Spelling Knowledge 

 Students do not necessarily draw on just one of the four forms of spelling knowledge to 

spell a word. In order to become proficient spellers, they need to be able to draw on and 

integrate several forms of knowledge to spell. For example, in order to write the word “their”, a 

student may rely on phonological knowledge to write down the initial sounds the, then use 

visual knowledge to recall the ending -eir, and confirm this by syntactic knowledge as to which 

form of the word is needed in writing. In working out how to spell  hydroelectricity, a student 

may use etymological knowledge to write hydro -, phonological  knowledge to write –electri-, 

and visual knowledge to write -city. Other authors agree in the visual and hearing method to 

learn how to spell; this is the case of the multisensory methodology used in the book named 

above and the one described -in the book: “All About Spelling Level 1 Teacher's Manual”- as an 

approach that reinforces and ensures student‟s spelling improvement combined with systemic 

and guided activities. The multisensory learning activities help the student master important 

spelling strategies.  

Some of these activities are:  

 Flashcards provide a visual and hands-on way to help him/her learn and review 

phonograms, words, and spelling rules. 

 Segmenting Words activity helps the student identify the individual sounds in a  word so 
that he can spell more easily and accurately.  

 Concept-oriented spelling lists that are grouped by similar phonograms and  spelling rules 
accelerate learning by organizing ideas in the student‟s mind and  allowing the student to 
concentrate on and master one or two main concepts before moving  

 Key Cards, these clearly present key ideas, concepts, and spelling rules that help  kids 

thoroughly understand why a word is spelled the way it is and how to apply  that 

knowledge to many other words.  

 More Words and Dictate Phrases, this reinforces current and previously learned concepts, 

increase the student‟s repertoire of words, and allow the student to apply his knowledge in 

practical situations. 

 Progress Charts give students a visual reminder of how far he has come and  motivates him 

to master the next step.  
 

Perception of the Problem 

 Primary level Students find difficulty in spelling 

 Lack of knowledge in English 

 Lack of attitude towards English 

 Lack of interest in English Subject 
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Objectives of the Study 

 To identify the low achievers in  English language spelling skill. 

 To facilitate learning task in English language Spelling Skill through language games. 

 To find out the effectiveness of language games in enhancing the English language spelling  

skill among the primary level students . 

 To find out the significant improvement in the achievement score between pre-test and post-

test among the primary level students in English Language spelling skill. 

 
Hypothesis 

 There will be a significant improvement between pre-test and post- test scores in English 

language spelling skill among  primary level students. 

 There will be a significant improvement in English language spelling skill among  primary 

level students. 

 
Methodology 

 The present study is based on parallel group experimental design.  The investigator 

included pre test for both control group and experimental group and assessed the English 

language spelling skill among the students. 

 
Sample 

 The sample was drawn by purposive and random sampling technique.  The sample selected 

from PUPS, Maravamangalam 30 students for control group, and 30 students for experimental 

group totally 60 students from V std were included for the study. 

 
Tool 

 `The investigator used achievement test question to assessed  English language spelling skill  

among primary level students. 

 
Language Games 

 The investigator prepared language games for enhancing  English language spelling skill 

among primary level students  

 Spelling Bee 

 Word making game 

 Passing the letter 

 Word wall 

 Picture card game 

 Frame and name 

 Now I know game 

 Spelling Cricket 

 Puzzle Card 

 She implemented language games to the V std experimental group students.  Then she finds 

out the difference between the control group and experimental group students. 
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Findings 

 Descriptive analysis to find out the enhancement of English language spelling skill through 

language games among V std students were analysed with descriptive statistics.  Mean and 

standard deviation were attempted. 

 The pre test mean score and Standard Deviations of Experimental  group students in 

English language spelling skills is 15.36 and 3.46 and post test mean score and standard 

deviation is 36.72and 5.22.   

 The pre test mean score and standard deviation of control group students is 9.64 and 1.75.  

The post test Mean and Standard Deviation is 9.12 and 1.45.  This proved that there is no 

more improvement in English language skills among control group students. 

 The post test Mean Score and Standard Deviation of control group students is 9.12 and 1.45.  

The post test Mean Score and Standard deviation of experimental group student is 36.72 and 

5.22.  It showed that language games enhance English language Spelling Skills among 

experimental group students. 

 
Implication of the Study 

 Language games useful for the teachers to enhance English language spelling skills among 
the V std students. 

 It is helpful for the students to make more number of words without mistakes. 

 Language games reduces the difficulties in English language spelling skills. 

 Students able to find out the differences between  different sounds 

 Students create more number of words in English. 

 Students write simple sentences using words. 

 Able to know differences among words and its meanings. 

 Improved their morphological knowledge in English. 
 

Conclusion 

 From the theoretical and methodological point of view the development of spelling skills is 

supported by The conception of the communicative approach in language teaching,the 

conception that spelling should be approached, not only generalizing spelling rules, but making 

the students‟ being aware of their own spelling needs, listing frequency words, and using 

multisensory activities.  The conception of the morphophonemic character of English spelling.  

The conception that spelling in writing is the forming of words from letters according to 

accepted usage. 
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