
 
 
 

 
147 | P a g e  

Vol. 6                   Special Issue 1                  February 2018              ISSN: 2320-2653 

 

Shanlax International Journal of Education 

 

 

 

APPROACHES TO ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 

 

 

Dr.C.Subbulakshmi 

Assistant Professor, Women’s Studies Centre, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai 

 
J.Sumathi 

Research Scholar, Madurai Kamaraj University, Madurai 

  
 Environmental education refers to organized efforts to teach how natural environments 

function, and particularly, how human beings can manage behavior and ecosystems to live 

sustainably. The term often implies education within the school system, from primary to post-

secondary. However, it sometimes includes all efforts to educate the public and other audiences, 

including print materials, websites, media campaigns, etc.. 

 Environmental education is the teaching of individuals, and communities, in transitioning 

to a society that is knowledgeable of the environment and its associated problems, aware of the 

solutions to these problems, and motivated to solve them. The United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) states that Environmental Education is vital in 

imparting an inherent respect for nature amongst society and in enhancing public 

environmental awareness. Environmental education encourages learning about environmental 

systems. In particular, it is concerned with encouraging more sustainable interactions between 

the human and natural world. Related fields include education for sustainable development and 

the more progressive field of eco-pedagogy. 

 
What is Environmental Education? 

 Environmental education (EE) is the teaching of individuals, and communities, in 

transitioning to a society that is knowledgeable of the environment and its associated problems, 

aware of the solutions to these problems, and motivated to solve them. 

 
Learning Outcomes of Environmental Education 

Major learning outcomes of Environmental Education are: 

 To improve awareness about environmental concerns. 

 To develop understanding of ecological principles. 

 To arouse concern for environmental problems. 

 To stimulate commitment for environmental protection. 

 To demand action to promote conservation of natural resources. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecosystem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sustainable_living
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sustainable_living
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sustainable_living
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Educational,_Scientific_and_Cultural_Organisation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Educational,_Scientific_and_Cultural_Organisation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Educational,_Scientific_and_Cultural_Organisation
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Why Participatory and Innovative Approaches? 

 The methods and approaches selected by the teachers to the teaching learning of 

environmental dimension of any subject have to be necessarily active and participatory in 

nature. The techniques must ensure maximum involvement of the learners and provide enough 

opportu- nities for students to experience the environment, actual or simulated. Being true for 

any other subject, active and varied techniques are necessitated because studies on cognitive 

development reveal that student participation is a key to success in learning. The extent of 

active participation of the learner in the teaching-learning process is an excellent index of the 

quality of teaching.  

 Through active participation. learning becomes internalised and becomes part of learner's 

cognitive structure. Learning becomes meaningful and permanent. Piaget's theory of 

cognitive development and Bruner's theory of concept formation support these beliefs. 

 Though varied methods can be used to teach same concept. some concepts lend themselves 

better to certain methods than others.  

 
Some Participatory and Innovative Methods 

 Field Visit: Visit to places of environmental concerns provides best opportunities to the 

learners as a means of observing and experiencing the real environment. It has enough 

scope for building environmental awareness, stimulating participation and developing 

investigative skills in learners. The technique can also be used successfully to focus on 

different components.  

 Group Discussion: Group discussion is a frequently used strategy which can be tried to 

make the students express their opinions and ideas, on a particular theme or environmental 

issue. The teacher may help, guide, moderate and orient student thinking and facilitate the 

exchange of ideas.  

 Situation Analysis: This is another effective technique which enables the students to identify 

significant variables such as values, opinions and objects, which are interacting to create a 

situation. It is a useful strategy to create awareness and develop understanding and is 

particularly effective in acquisition of skills in analysing, comparing, prioritising, predicting 

and evaluating.  

 Role Playing: The technique provides contrived experiences to students which are 

simplified versions of real situations and are necessary when the reality is too obscured. The 

students are given specific roles to play, to dramatize a specific real life situation and it 

offers a good opportunity to them for personalising the actions in the given set up. The 

technique helps the learners to understand the given role in the social context and develop 

communication skills 
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 Environmental Games: Most students like to play games. This tech- nique can be used 

effectively to arouse interest and developmental skills in students. Word puzzles. 

crosswords, quizes, Chinese cheq- uers and many other games related to concepts on 

environment can be created and used for improving awarness and developing 

understanding. 

 Field Survey: Field survey is another effective technique to gather baseline information 

which can be utilised further for providing direction to desired actions, A check list, a 

questionnaire or direct interview are the tools which can be used to determine people's 

awareness, understanding or interest in environmental issues and problems. A small survey 

of the locality may be undertaken to study people's attitude towards population growth of 

the town or development projects being started in the surrounding area. 

 Project Work: Individuals or small groups may undertake projects to either collect useful 

information or investigate surroundings for specific environmental problems. Some of the 

suggestive project works could be collection of data from resource books, investigating 

patterns of different agricultual practices in a rural community, preparation of a scrap book 

on birds. preparation of a model on water pollution. etc.  

 Debates and Panel Discussions: Debates and panel discussions can serve to clarify matters of 

controversy and disputes. These can be effectively organised to help the students to express 

their opinion on environmental issues and concerns. Teachers or student representa- tives 

may act as judges for presenting their views on the subject. 
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