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Introduction 

 Today’s teacher makes a much greater effort to assure that the subject-matter is appreciative 

to the capacity of his students. He has begun to realize that learning involves the total welfare of 

the child. Subject-matter and mastery of basic skills are important. A Teacher can adopt any of 

the methods available to him. Every method has got its own merits and demerits. None of the 

methods can be successful to the exclusion of others. The choice of the method, however, 

depends upon the teacher, pupils and the learning situations. The same method is not successful 

in the hands of different teachers, for different pupils and under different conditions. So, much 

depends upon the intelligence, and resourcefulness of the teacher. He can adopt that method 

which he thinks is best suited for a particular group of students under particular conditions. 

 
Quality Education 

 According to published ideas of George Lucas Educational Foundation, Quality Education 

includes the following aspects:  

 
Students 

1. Engage: Project-Based Learning 

2. Connect: Integrated Studies 

3. Share: Cooperative Learning 

4. Expand: Comprehensive Assessment 

 
Teachers 

1. Coach: Intellectual and Emotional Guide 

2. Learn: Teaching as Apprenticeship 

 
Schools 

1. Adopt: Technology 

2. Reorganize: Resources 

 
Community 

1. Involve: Parents 

2. Include: Community Partners 
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Approaches to Teaching 

 Approach is a matter of Principles. It is concerned with ‘How to teach’ and ‘What to teach’. 

It is derived from a critical Study of the nature of language. It includes the psychological 

learning processes. To make learning meaningful, many techniques are being adopted in the 

teaching-learning process. Reciprocal Teaching is a method that plays a pivotal role in the 

learning process. 

 
Reciprocal Teaching 

 Education is a process of development from infancy to maturity. In the educative process, 

two persons have involved the educator and the educand. But in the modern concept, this 

process is three dimensional the educator, the educand and the classroom environment. 

Students’ reactions and perceptions of their school experience are significant. Different methods 

of teaching emphasise this role day by day. Reciprocal teaching is an interactive approach 

where equal importance is being given to the learner along with the teacher. 

 According to Palinscar (1986), Reciprocal Teaching is an instructional Teaching. It is an 

instructional activity that takes place in the form of a conversation between teachers and 

students about the text. It is structured by the use of four strategies: summarising, question 

generating, clarifying and predicting. The purpose of Reciprocal Teaching is to facilitate a group 

effort between teacher and students and among students.  

 
Summarising 

 It enables the learners to identify the most relevant information in the text. The text is 

summarised in many ways. It can be summarised across sentences or paragraphs or whole 

passage. At the initial stage, students will be summarising sentences and paragraphs. 

 
Question Generating 

 This step reinforces the first strategy, i.e. Summarizing and carries the learner one more step 

along in the comprehension activity. When the students raise questions, they ensure themselves 

that they can answer those questions. At first, the students generate simple questions because 

they have to find answers to their queries. Gradually, with the teacher’s help, they can ask 

questions at different levels. This strategy will lead the students to infer new information from 

the text. 

 
Clarifying 

 When we work with students, we have to consider the individual differences. Some 

students face comprehension difficulty. The teacher should announce that their doubts 

regarding the meaning of words, ideas in the paragraph or any concept is cleared. They are 

provided with chances to re-read or they can ask for the teacher’s help. 
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Predicting 

 Predicting is a strategy to make students think about the future event in the text. It is 

hypothesising. The students should have apt background knowledge regarding the topic. This 

strategy helps them link the new information in the text to the already learnt concepts. The 

students try to learn well the headings, phrases and important ideas that they previously known 

to predict the various events. 

 Reciprocal Teaching evolved as a comprehension-fostering strategy in regulating children’s 

cognitive processing, especially those that impact and result in reading competence. Palinscar 

and Brown developed Reciprocal Teaching on a theoretical basis and formulated a theory of 

instruction that might improve task performance. From their analysis, they found that the 

following six functions are essential to expert reading comprehension. 

a) Understands that the goal in reading is to construct meaning. 

b) Activates relevant background knowledge to the learner. 

c) Allocates attention to pupil to concentrate on major content ideas. 

d) Evaluates the constructed meaning (gist) for internal consistency among students. 

e) Draws and tests inferences (it includes interpretations, predictions and conclusions). 

f) Monitors the five previous functions to see if comprehension is occurring. 

 Using the four strategies namely summarising, questioning, clarifying and predicting, they 

tapped all six functions needed for comprehensions. 

 In the process of teaching, the individual differences of every student are considered. Some 

students face comprehension difficulty. The teacher should announce that their doubts 

regarding the meaning of words, ideas in the paragraph or any concept is cleared. They are 

provided with chances to re-read or they can ask for the teacher’s help. 

 
Benefits 

 Reciprocal Teaching is a good method to teach pupils how to identify significant ideas from 

reading while discussing vocabulary, developing ideas and questions, and summarising 

information. It is used widely in different contexts, especially with textbooks and non-fiction 

text. 

 
Create and use the strategy 

 Break the classroom into mixed-ability small groups. Designate one student as the "teacher" 

within each group. This student will help keep their group on task and ensure they move 

through each of the four steps as they study material that has already been divided into smaller 

segments by you. Next, you will read the first segment to all the groups, modelling the 

following four steps of reciprocal teaching. 
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1. Prediction 

a. Ask students to predict what they think about the reading. Get them to think about what 

is going to happen by asking questions as a detective might do. 

2. Question as you go 

a. Remind students to generate questions as they listen and read. Remind them of the three 

levels: 

i. Right-There Questions (answer in the text) 

ii. Between-the-lines Questions (inference needed) 

iii. Critical Thought Questions (require their opinion) 

3. Clarify 

a. As students listen and read, remind them to ask themselves what words and phrases are 

unclear to them. These clarifications may take the form of the following questions. 

i. How do you pronounce that? 

ii. What does the word mean? 

iii. I think the author is saying… 

iv. I'm guessing 'pie-in-the-sky' means… 

4. Summarise 

a. Students summarise verbally, within pairs, and then share with their assigned small 

group or record their summary and read it aloud to their group. 

b. Each group could create a semantic map with points of significance shared by each 

group member. 

 Having modelled the previous steps, students should continue working in their respective 

groups by silently or orally studying the next sections of the text while carrying out the four-

step process. 

 
Employing Reciprocal Teaching 

 Marie Kelly, Dennis W. Moore and Bryan F. Tuck, University of Auckland, New Zealand, 

studied the possibility of employing reciprocal teaching techniques in regular elementary 

classrooms. They wanted to determine if classroom teachers could use reciprocal teaching 

without additional support or resources.  

 Reciprocal Teaching is employed in a Regular Class as Experiment. Students took turns 

acting as discussion leaders for different portions of the text. During the first sessions, the 

teachers continually modelled the target skills of questioning, summarising, clarifying and 

predicting, discussed their importance, encouraged students to participate, and praised their 

efforts. Students participated by answering questions while reading. 

 Teachers appreciated any student attempting to apply one of the four strategies. With 

practice, students became more accustomed at using the techniques and teacher’s role is 

reduced and become more like coaches in providing corrective feedback and appreciation. 
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Teachers emphasised the merits of the procedure, and students are explicitly encouraged to use 

these methods with all kinds of reading. Sessions are supervised to ensure that teachers 

followed reciprocal teaching procedures. Teachers’ comments are evaluated to make sure that 

they reduced their leadership role during the second half of the lessons so that students could 

practice initiating the process independently. Each group session is followed by a quiz on a 250-

to-300-word passage. Comprehension is measured by ten questions which make both explicit 

and implicit information. While working with a group, teachers monitored the rest of the class 

as they worked at their desks. 

 Reading comprehension is tested on all students before and after the experiment. Also the 

effects of reciprocal teaching are measured one week after lessons are completed and again 

seven weeks later. Assessment checks are done on fiction material to determine whether 

students’ newly acquired skills are employed with other kinds of material. 

 Both experimental groups improved their comprehension scores on daily quizzes. Kelly et 

al. conclude that these comprehension improvements are the result of the adoption of reciprocal 

teaching technique. Sustained maintenance of the gains proved the effectiveness of the 

procedure and is generalised to other kinds of reading material. 

 
Conclusion 

 Reciprocal teaching is a researched-based technique that utilises the comprehension 

strategies of predicting, clarifying, questioning, and summarising. It is a technique aimed at 

enhancing students’ learning by empowering the meta-cognitive knowledge (self-questioning 

and monitoring of one’s understanding). Teachers are given activities while implementing 

reciprocal teaching that requires very little prep time but is highly appealing to a range of 

learners. Reciprocal Teaching makes the teacher and the students realise their responsibilities, as 

well as, the importance of discussion and assessment. 
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