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Introduction 

 Quality education concerns everyone in society, and it is essential that each of us play a role 

in contributing to such quality. Investing in quality education is a long-term return on 

investment for society at large, both in economic as well as social and cultural terms. Quality 

education Contributes to improving the quality of life of an individual and the development of 

society as a whole. For governments to fulfill their ultimate responsibility as duty-bearers in 

guaranteeing the right to quality education, the broad participation of and commitment by all 

actors concerned is crucial. The quality educational Providers, youth organizations take up their 

responsibility very seriously. Encouraging and promoting youth organizations through 

financial and technical support represents an investment in quality education for young people.  

 Quality education that young people receive will determine the quality of the human capital 

we want for our societies. Investing in our societies requires investing in quality education for 

all. The definition of quality education proposed here reflects a holistic approach to the topic 

which sees the process in its entirety and acknowledges the unique value and the 

complementarily between formal, non-formal education, and informal learning and of the 

different providers involved. It is built upon the understanding of education as a lifelong 

learning process where the learner plays a fundamental role. The specificities of how to have 

quality education in each education system are therefore not addressed here, nor does the paper 

propose any indicator to measure and evaluate the quality. 

 
Defining Quality Education 

 The definition of quality education is intrinsically linked to the understanding of the 

purpose of education in a given society and given the existing individual and collective 

development needs and aspirations. Likewise, it is connected to the identified needs of the 

learner, to the equal vocalization of different educational paths within each system, as well as to 

the educational provider’s vision and mission. It is to each community to identify what makes 

their education of quality through a mutual consent process among all actors involved, from 

government authorities and policy-makers to educational institutions, communities and the 

learner. This process requires that all stakeholders enter into dialogue to agree on the aims and 

objectives, and on the framework that will guide any analysis and improvement of the quality of 
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education. A dialogue between the different stakeholders is therefore essential in any process of 

development and monitoring of policies as well as in the delivery and evaluation of quality 

education. 

 
Policy Framework for Education Development 

1986 National Policy on Education 1986 (NPE 1986) adopted. 

1987  Several large centrally-assisted schemes/ programmes such as ‘Operation Blackboard'  

1988  National literacy Mission (NLM)  

1992  National Policy on Education 1986 revised. 

1994  District Primary Education Programme (DPEP) launched to universalize primary 

Education in selected districts. 

1995 Centrally-assisted National Programme of Nutritional Support to Primary Education, 

Popularly known as the Mid-Day Meal Scheme (MDMS)  

1999  A separate Department of School Education and Literacy created within the Ministry of  

  Human Resource Development, Government of India. 

2001 (i) Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, the flagship programme for universalization of elementary 

education, launched; 

(ii)Adoption of the National Policy on Empowerment of Women. The policy supported the 

provision of childcare facilities, including crèches at work places of women. 

2002 (i) The Constitution (Eighty-sixth Amendment) Act,2002 inserted Article 21-A in the 

Constitution of India to provide free and compulsory education for all children in the  age group 

of six to fourteen years as a Fundamental Right;  

(ii) Commitment to the provision of early childhood care and education to children below   

the age of six years reiterated.    

(iii) The Tenth Five-Year Plan (2002-2007) launched. 

2003 (i) National Youth Policy, 2003 formulated. 

2004 (i) Education Cass introduced for raising additional financial resources needed to fulfill 

Government's commitment to universalize elementary education; 

(ii) EDUSAT, a satellite exclusively dedicated to education launched to harness modern 

technology for delivery of education of good quality to all, including hard-to-reach groups. 

2005  National Curriculum Framework (NCF-2005) for school education formulated. 

2007  Eleventh Five-Year Plan (2007-2012) launched; 

2009(i)  The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009 enacted. The Act 

makes it incumbent on Governments to provide for free and compulsory education to all 

children of the age of six to fourteen years . Section 11 of the Act also states, "with a view to 

prepare children above the age of three years for elementary education and to provide early 

childhood care and education for all children until they complete the age of six years, the 
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appropriate Government may make necessary arrangement for providing free pre-school 

education for such children"; 

 (ii) The National Literacy Mission (NLM) recast with focus on female Literacy and the "Sakshar 

Bharat" (Literate India) programme launched as the national adult education programme on 8 

September 2009; 

(iii) The revised National Curriculum Frame work for teacher Education formulated; 

(iv) The Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA) launched in March 2009, with the 

vision of making secondary education of good quality available, accessible and affordable to all 

young persons in the age group 15-16 years;  

(v) Revised Centrally-sponsored Scheme of Inclusive Education for the Disabled at Secondary 

Stage approved;  

(vi) The Centrally-Sponsored Scheme "Construction & Running of Girls ‘Hostel for Students of 

Secondary and Higher Secondary Schools approved. 

2010 (i) The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act 2009 came into   

force fromApril2010; 

(ii) All States/UTs notified State RTE Rules. Central RTE Rules apply to Union Territories 

without legislation; 

(iii) The Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan(SSA) Framework aligned to RTE Act;  

(iv) Revised Centrally-Sponsored Scheme of ICT@ Schools approved. 

2012 The Twelfth Five-Year Plan (2007-2012) launched; 

2013 (i) National Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) Policy adopted;  

(ii) The Integrated Child Development Services, the flagship programme of Government of 

India for ECCE restructured and strengthened. 

2014 National Youth Policy, 2014 adopted. 

 
National Policy on Early Childhood Care and Education (2013): 

 A National Policy on Early Childhood Care and Education in September 2013. The Policy 

envisages promotion of inclusive, equitable and contextualized opportunities for promoting 

optimal development and active learning capacity of all children below six years of age. The 

policy lays down the way forward for a comprehensive approach towards ensuring a sound 

foundation for survival, growth and development with focus on care and early learning for 

every child. The goals of the policy include: Universal access with equity and inclusion, Quality 

in ECCE, and Strengthening capacity, monitoring and supervision, advocacy, research and 

review. 

 
National Youth Policy 

 The National Youth Policy, 2003 reiterated the country's commitment to the composite and 

all-round development of the youth and adolescents of India. The objectives of the National 
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Youth Policy 2003 included providing the proper education and training opportunities and 

facilitating access to information in respect of employment opportunities and to other services, 

including entrepreneurial guidance and financial credit. The National Youth Policy, 2014 policy 

seeks to empower of the country to achieve their full potential. 

 
Conclusion 

 The quality of education is without a doubt one of the interest for society, because of its 

impact on all dimensions of the life of a person and in turn, in the community as a whole.  

It concerns everyone in society and, it is essential that each of us play a role in contributing to 

such quality. The quality of the education our young people receive will determine the quality 

of the human capital, we want for our societies. Investing in our societies requires investing in 

quality education for all. Policy and decision-makers at local, national, and global levels to 

assume their responsibility to bring about sustainable reforms towards quality education, Youth 

organizations, education and training institutions, and other non-formal education civil society 

organizations, student unions, faith-based communities, social partners and companies, peers 

and parents ; and academia, to become aware and take responsibility for their role as 

educational providers. Learners to take an active role in their own learning, becoming an agent 

of change within the educational process. 
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