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Introduction 

 There is a significant relationship between culture and education since the culture of 

teachers and students affect education progression in the classroom. Thus, culture embraces 

everything that makes one group or community within a society distinguishing from another: 

language, values, literature, worldview, food, religion, clothing, holidays, beliefs, and behavior 

that construct a specific group’s lifestyle. Multicultural education comprises practices and 

theories that maintain equitable opportunities and academic achievement for all students. 

 Culture, schooling, and education are in egalitarian multiculturalism ways of teaching, 

learning and education programs. For example, the population of India is composed of people 

of many cultural backgrounds with a diversity of traditions, values, and beliefs. Thus, there is 

the relationship between multiculturalism and education processes through teaching and 

learning methods and approaches. This paper will focus to explore some issues in the 

multicultural classroom that teachers and student may face such as low academic achievement, 

adjustment to a new cultural environment, and trust problems with self as well as the new 

culture.  

  
Current Issues in the Multicultural Classroom 

 

 
Multicultural Education 

 Multicultural education means to the learning of suitable knowledge, attitudes and skills 

associated to the respect and positive reception of different cultures and other variations which 



 
 
 

 
175 | P a g e  

Vol. 6                   Special Issue 1                  February 2018              ISSN: 2320-2653 

 

Shanlax International Journal of Education 

 

include race, ethnicity, religion etc. Gollnick and Chinn (1990) recommend five goals for 

multicultural education. These goals also emphasize issues beyond the boundaries of ethnic or 

racial issues. They include:  

 The endorsement of strength and value of cultural diversity,  

 An importance on human rights and respect for those who are different from oneself,  

 The acceptance of unconventional life choices for people, 

 The promotion of social justice and equality for all people, and  

 An emphasis on equal distribution of power and income among groups 

 
Early Childhood 

 Brain research has revealed that the “prime time” for emotional and social development in 

children is birth to 12 years of age. Differing features of emotional and social development, 

which incorporate higher capacities, such as awareness of others empathy and trust, are vital at 

different times. Emotional intelligence is critical to life triumph. The part of the brain that 

controls emotion, the amygdale, is shaped early on by experience and forms the brain’s 

emotional wiring. Early nurturing is essential to learning empathy, happiness, hopefulness and 

resiliency. Social development, which entails both self-awareness and a child’s ability to work 

together with others, also occurs in stages.  

 
Issues and Challenges 

 Ultimate aim of this paper is to focus the issues and challenges that will be linked to the 

implementing multicultural education in early childhood education settings. These provisions 

include the following: 

 Access to and enrollment in early childhood education 

 Curriculum orientation – pedagogy and resources 

 Language development 

 Early childhood education staff – recruitment and professional development. 

 
Access to and Enrollment in Early Childhood Education 

 It seems only logical that the first requirement for multicultural education is the provision 

for equal access to early childhood services. All children irrespective of ethnicity, class, gender, 

ability, religion etc should be permissible to the facility of their choice. The desirable output is 

that services will reproduce the cultural make-up of the country. Communication about this 

policy necessitates to be undertaken with prospective families so that those who have 

protestations to their children being educated alongside others who are “different” can exercise 

their choice of not enrolling their children. Not with standing such a policy, the reality might be 

that the ability of different cultural groups within society to access children’s services is not 

equal. Therefore it is essential that: 
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 Services be aware of that every child, family and staff member has a right to access early 

childhood services which hold up their cultural identity and their community. 

 Services are to be designed, executed and estimated through ongoing discussion with 

service users and the wider community to reflect the assortment of that community. 

 Within each service, information is provided in a variety of ways, for example oral, visual 

and written. 

 Information about the service for families is reachable. This is facilitated by multilingual 

translations and/or interpreter services relevant to the family. 

 
Curriculum Orientation – Pedagogy and Resources 

 The curriculum is the means by which learning outcomes will be achieved. So too it is 

hoped the goals and objectives of multicultural education. Multicultural education is not to be 

taught as a “stand-alone” subject. Rather it is to be infused throughout the curriculum. Banks 

(1994) has divided multicultural curriculum reform into four approaches. These include:  

1)  The involvements approach,  

2)  The preservative approach,  

3)  The social action approach,  

4)  The renovation approach. 

 
Language Development 

 Generally, the educational systems in most countries make use of the national language 

(usually the majority language) as the medium of instruction. However multiculturalism and 

the identification of the pivotal role of language in learning formulates it obligatory for 

adversity of language, literacy’s and communication styles to be recognized, valued and used 

within all early childhood services. The provision for children to learn the majority language 

whilst maintaining their first language should be supported and encouraged. This of course is to 

propose bilingualism or at least support for the home language as a policy even at the early 

childhood education level. Research has shown that there can only be advantages to the child 

besides protecting and respecting the home language. For example, since the 1960s, research has 

shown that multiple language skills do not confuse the mind. Instead, Hakuta(1986) reported 

that such skills when well developed seem to provide cognitive advantages, although such 

effects are complex and difficult to measure. 

 
Implications 

 These implications and problems need to be addressed and made visible to those involved 

in the business of providing early childhood education while being dedicated to 

multiculturalism. Only when these substances are determined, can multicultural education then 

have a fighting chance of successfully being implemented. 
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 Understanding and appreciating interdependence of humanity, cultures, and the natural 

environment. 

 Practicing mutual respect for qualities and experiences that are different from our own. 

 Understanding that diversity includes not only ways of being but also ways of knowing; 

 Recognizing that personal, cultural and institutionalized discrimination creates and sustains 

privileges for some while creating and sustaining disadvantages for others; 

 Building alliances across differences so that we can work together to eradicate all forms of 

discrimination. 

 
Conclusion 

 In conclusion, teachers who learn more about their students’ backgrounds, cultures, and 

experiences will feel more competent and proficient in their work as teachers. Teachers should 

work constantly to progress the lives of their students. Also, teachers can diminish issues in the 

multicultural classroom through improving their teaching approaches and learning. Flexibility 

is more imperative than knowledge in dealing with multicultural issues. Therefore, teachers 

should investigate the issues in the multicultural classroom as they arise and deal with these 

problems. Also, teachers should try to find, create, or design manners to raise and improve the 

academic achievement of students, and to build an effective or strong relationship with 

students. 

 Finally, for multiculturalism to succeed in the early childhood classroom the onus seems to 

fall largely on the shoulders of the teacher/caregiver who are the individuals that the children 

look up to as role models as well as for guidance and affirmation. Hence it is expecting a lot of 

the teacher if it means a change in paradigm, or even deep-seated beliefs and values to 

accommodate one of respect for diversity. But then anything less will mean short-changing an 

authentic and genuine regard for multiculturalism. 
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