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Abstract 
 Postcolonial literature often addresses the predicaments and consequences of decolonization of a country. 
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie is a Nigerian author who explores racism. This research looks at Ngozi’s speech on “The 
danger of a single story” about labelling a person by a single phase. She mentions that stereotype construction makes a 
single story of a person irrespective of race, colour, caste, and even status stop the humankind to change the 
perspective on a particular community or a single person. In this regard, the author highly condemns stereotypes that 
make others to be the risk and spread critical misunderstanding of a person. In the story “The danger of a single story,” 
she brings forth several stories of representation with the intent of enlightening and informing the human about the 
proper understanding of the ‘other’. 
  
 This is an attempt to vindicate the problems of imposing a perspective or perception on the whole 

community which creates stereotypes. Over a few decades, colonization brings forth the predicaments 

of people who suffer out of race, skin colour, accent, and even blonde hair and blue eyes. In this story, 

Adichie shares her own story that shows stereotype works. A single story or a conception of a particular 

community may affect the whole cast and crew of the society which highly focuses on humanity and 

equivalence. Human lives and their cultures are composed of many overlapping stories. A single voice 

on a selected gender, race and culture will bring the risk of misunderstanding and misconception. 

Adichie mentioned that Africans are used to foreign narratives.  

 Ngozi Adichie projects her as a storyteller, and an early writer. As a storyteller she would like to tell 

us a few personal stories to make people be clear about that what ‘the danger of the single story’ is. She 

conveyed how she grew up on a university campus in Eastern Nigeria. She told that she has started to 

read British and American children books in the age of two, though four is the age for true practice. As a 

writer, she started at the age of seven with the crayon and pencil, but it reflected the characters with 

white skin, blue eyes and apple eaters, who were playing in the snow and often talking about the 

weather and how beautifully the sun was coming out. She sarcastically shared her experience of 

drinking ginger beer because the characters in the British books drank, but she never bothered about 

the fact that she had no idea about the ginger beer. 

 
A Story of Catastrope 

 Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie states that she was from a conventional and middle-class family from 

Nigeria. She narrates a story of a small boy called Fide who visits Ngozi’s house often to do the domestic 
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help. Fide hailed from a rural village without basic needs for his daily life. Ngozi Adichie’s mother sent 

yams and rice and also used clothes to his home to help his family from starvation and basic needs. 

Whenever Ngozi tried to waste food, her mother instructed her to finish the food properly by reminding 

Fide’s family’s poverty. That made the author enormously feels sad and pity Fide. Then one Saturday, 

Ngozi Adichie, and her family went to meet Fide’s family. Fide’s mother showed a beautifully patterned 

basket made of dyed raffia that his brother had made. Adichie and her whole family not only wondered 

about his talent but also got startled. She realized that anybody in his family could make something 

which had some values. At this juncture one has to bear in mind that Ngozi Adichie knew only about 

Fide’s family was that they were poor. 

 After Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie grew up, a few years later she joined a university in America. She 

left Nigeria and migrated to the USA at the age of 19. She had an American roommate who was shocked 

by a girl of African nationality, who differs from her variously. The American girl was confused and 

astonished by English speaking skill with a perfect accent; she was also amused by knowing that a 

Nigerian girl did not know how to use a stove. Adichie’s tape of Mariah Carey but not the African tribal 

music made the American girl consequently disappointed. What made Adichie feel bad was that the 

American girl was prejudice against the author’s quality of thoughts and attitude. She was indeed 

wonderstruck while coming to know that an American had a default position just because of the label 

that she was an African. It is so transparent that she had a single story for her African roommate.  

 She admitted that if she had grown up by seeing popular images of Africa, she would have had the 

same image as a land of grassy beautiful landscapes, wild animals, incomprehensible people, fighting 

senseless war, dying of poverty and AIDS, unable to speak one word for themselves and might be 

waiting for the fair hands to save the blackheads without realising the many stories of the people of 

Africa.  

 The vision through words, that one often hears is Africa is a poor, dark, dirty, dry, rural landscapes 

with terror and barbarians living in the centre of wild animals. The single version of Africa has had this 

view for over many years. This usual story of Africa by non-African is a catastrophe. There is no 

possibility of Africans being similar to them in any way. A person from Africa should be treated with 

pity become the strong single story. This single story kills the possibilities of connections with other 

human beings. The humanistic values of Africans are highly devalued in the western literature by 

exposing the needy status of the country. Devaluing the whole country with the single story should be 

considered as humiliation. When the law of the universe teaches us that nothing is stable, then why not 

the single story of the human and his country? We must learn to unlearn these perpetuated stereotypes 

to allow ourselves to know many stories. According to the author  

 “The problem with stereotypes is not that they are untrue. But they are incomplete. They make story 

become the only story” 

 Adichie experienced the danger of a single story both as a victim and witness. She has explored the 

value of building different stories with various values. The single story being taught to the world again 

and again and until that becomes what they meant. We were all humans until race, religion, politics, 

wealth separated. A particular race and community are to recognize; they should not discriminate 

against the other who has no similarities with them.  

 The images what people see and read will not define everything. Every human has his/her own 

stories which have values. As Albert Einstein said, “Try not to become a man of success but a man of 

values.” Narrow-minded people should allow their mind to see the new. Even a coin has another side 

with a different symbol. Single story not paves the way for racialism and marginalization but also keeps 

up the single view of the world.  
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 Ethnic reinforcement instead of transcending will never bring changes in the society. Chocolate 

skin, kinky hair, and deserted soil are differences in creation. “IF” has a greater value in a human’s life 

especially for people who long for a change. If Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie had seen the other story of 

fide’s family, she would have encouraged them to make more quality raffia which would help them to 

become rich. If the American friend had known the other stories of Adichie, her regrets would have 

turned into a greater vision of wisdom. If it had been known to the other countries around, Africa is a 

country with English as their official language; they work on over 40 clean energy projects across 

developing countries, third generation authors’ started to reveal many stories of the country, their 

approach would have been different. To Adichie, stories matter. Many stories matter. “Stories can break 

the dignity of the people, but stories can also repair that broken dignity” (TED talk) Stories had been used 

to dispossess and to malign, but it can also be used to empower and humanize. Stories are not meant for 

the erosion the human values but to empower and elevate the humankind. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


