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Abstract 

  Alice Walker is one of the most influential Afro-American writer. My paper based on Alice Walker’s “The color 
Purple” which portrays the oppressed black women’s identity in their miserable life. This Novel won the Pulitzer Prize. 
This Novel focused women status in America. Thus, this paper is meant to discuss the Loss of Identity regarding Celie’s 
experience of oppression and also racial discrimination. This paper focuses on how women are struggling for their 
identity under the oppression of men. The Novel “The Color Purple” which demonstrates the identity loss and abuse of 
women among others by using the example of Celie, the protagonist. In this novel, Celie forced to live under the 
dominance of Men. Celie abused by her step-father and by her husband physically and mentally. Celie shares her 
abusive experiences with “God” by writing ‘letters’. Then she started to against the people who are dominating her 
after so many abusive and bitter experiences. She declares herself as a Powerful and Independent Woman in the 
society.  
Keywords: loss of identity, racial discrimination. 

  
 The Novel tries to show the struggles and problems faced by a young Afro-American girl, Celie. Celie 

is abused and raped by her step-father. In her lonely world, she cannot find anybody to trust and share 

her pain and despair. In this novel, Celie finds her only solutions to share her hopelessness by writing 

‘letters’ to ‘God’.  

  The novel is in the form of Epistolary. Celie addressed her abusiveness to God and then to her sister 

Nettie by writing letters. Letters become the only key for readers to have a better and deeper 

understanding for Celie, the protagonist. Celie becomes the mother of two children at a very young of 14 

by her step-father. Her children were abducted and sold by her step-father.  

 Through the novel, Celie gets married. She used to do the works of her husband. In this novel, Celie 

is just a servant looking after her husband, Albert. He always abuses Celie physically and mentally. She 

does not know about her identity. Albert thinks that he has the right to beat and abuse his wife. She does 

not know how to against the men around her. 

 In the meantime, Celie experiences some changes. As a result of these changes, the novel turns that 

the story is not only about the struggle, oppression, pain, and despair but the story also shows the 

confidence, self-esteem, hope and ultimate victory gained by Celie. In middle of the novel, Celie changes 

from a young girl who is abused by men around her, Celie starts to realize herself. She frees herself from 

her husband’s suppressive control.  

 Celie improves herself by her friendships with other women, especially Shug Avery, Albert’s 

mistress. She gets to know about her real identity and womanism. After that, she declares her Identity 

as an Independent Women. Being an independent woman Celie decides to leave Albert and moves to 

Memphis. 
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 She toils her identity as a tailor and embroiderer. People started to recognize Celie as an 

independent woman entrepreneur. She gets out from her fear about the male-dominant society. She 

improved her clothe business and her financial standard of living.  

 Shug Avery supports Celie in all the ways. Albert’s rebellious daughter-in-law Sophia gives a lot of 

emotional support to Celie’s progress. Sophia helps Celie to realize her dreams in her life.  

 In this novel, it is Celie new understanding of an acceptance of herself that eventually leads to 

Albert’s evaluation of his own life and reconciliation to Celie. When the novel ends, Albert and Shug sits 

with Celie and eagerly waiting for the arrival of Celie’s sister Nettie. We understand that with the 

progress of Celie’s experience Albert also changes and develops his character. He begins to ask Celie’s 

opinions and give importance to her. Seeing the changes in her husband, Celie writes a letter about her 

husband. This shows us that in the course of time they develop a good friendship. 

 Alice Walker’s “The Color Purple” shows us the role of male dominance, abuse of black women, 

struggles of black women for their identity freedom and Independence. 

 Celie’s early life experiences pave the way for her to shape her future life. First Celie’s step-father 

rapes, beats and abuses her. Then she writes letters to god about her bad experiences since she had no 

one to share all these around her. But at the end of novel, Celie starts a business and earns money to 

support herself. After declaring her female identity by supporting the family with the money, the female 

voice becomes dominant instead of male domination like Albert or any other men who give harm to 

Celie in any way. 

 Alice Walker’s ‘The Color Purple” is a story of people who realize that oppresses blackness and 

femaleness, they are not required to be willing participants in the cycle of victory. 

 “The Color Purple” presents a good example of loss of identity and roots. We see the male 

domination over the women in every part of life. In the course of time, women want aware themselves 

about their own identity and abuses of man.  

 Women become independent in the society. They succeed in their aims and we see the traces of 

female domination in the name of Celie, the protagonist.  

 If a Women is courageous and have the belief to make a better life for herself, then it can be possible 

for her to start an independent and beautiful life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


