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Abstract 

 Erosion of humanistic values is not a healthy sign to the mankind. This paper analyses some of the current issues 
identified with the deterioration of human values in detail. Some of the current issues are to be taken for the analytical 
study. S.Tashvanth, a twenty two year old youth, sexually assaulted a seven year old girl Hasini. Another incident that 
happened in Kathua district in Jammu and Kashmir shocked the whole nation in the year 2017. Aasifa, an eight year 
old girl was raped and murdered by a gang. Madhu, a tribal man in Kerala was allegedly beaten to death by an irate 
mob on charges of stealing food from a shop. The victim’s mother had reported that Madhu, his son had been living in 
the forests for nine months. She added that he was not a thief. She held the locals responsible for the victim’s death. A 
video footage of a mob supposedly A sixty five year old woman, the wife of an ex-serviceman was lynched by a group of 
villagers at Athimoor village near Polur in Tiruvannamalai district. Many incidents could be quoted every now and 
then as proofs for the deterioration of human sympathy.When one traces the life history of a person he or she can 
understand where he does start acquiring all the good qualities. It is even evident when he starts losing human values. 
Apart from making a man humane by the enforcement of law, a government should also plan and execute some passive 
means such as counseling sessions and so on. It should be carried out very carefully by the experts. Once again, it comes 
near the point of uncorrupted government, because for execercising the above said plan, genuine politicians and 
government officials’ cooperation is necessary. The best way not to lose human values is practicing ‘Ahimsa’ preached 
by our great national leader Mahathma Gandhi. It is not only for the Indians, but also for the entire world. 

 
 The term Erosion is identified with various phenomenon such as soil, wind, coastal, skin, tooth, 

bone, bank, geological etc. Among these some may cause a positive impact atleast over a period, but the 

erosion of human values always lead to adverse effect. Erosion of humanistic values is not a healthy sign 

to the mankind. This paper analyses some of the current issues identified with the deterioration of 

human values in detail. 

 The socio cultural theory is found interesting and matching with the current incidents of physical 

violence against children. Gil (1970) enlists some five forces. 

 Environmental chance factors: 

 Environmental stress factors. 

 Deviance or pathology in areas of physical, social, intellectual and emotional functioning on the part 

of care takers and /or the abused children themselves 

 Disturbed intra family relationships involving conflicts between spouses and/or rejection of 

individual children 

 Combinations of these sets of forces(135) 

 Here, the following are the current issues taken for the analytical study. 

 S.Tashvanth, a twenty twe year old youth, sexually assaulted a seven year old girl Hasini. He has 

stuffed the girl’s body in a bag and taken it to a desolate place near the southern suburb of Anakaputhur 

and burn it. The Times of India updated the news item on Feb 9, 2017 
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 …Footage from security cameras in the apartment showed the child playing in the parking lot of 

the building complex…Hasini’s parents had gone shopping with her little brother because she 

was playing with children from the apartment,” the officer said, “After the other children left and 

the girl was alone, Tashwanth lured her to his flat.” 

 

 This particular incident shook the whole country. It proves Gil’s first and third point of his theory 

mentioned above, i.e. the environmental chance factor and emotional functioning on the part of care 

takers. 

 When Hasini was left with the brutal murderer, he could not help his brutal instinct played upon the 

fate of the innocent girl. Emotionally he was weak and eventually those emotions had led him to the 

child abuse. 

 Another incident that happened in Kathua district in Jammu and Kashmir shocked the whole nation 

in the year 2017. Aasifa, an eight year old girl was raped and murdered by a gang. The local police had 

tried to destroy the evidence. Some local lawyers also tried to prevent the police from filing the charge 

sheet. 

 An eleven year old deaf and dumb girl was injected with an orange liquid or a cold drink with drugs 

by an elevator attendant to immobilize her. After that she had been tied a belt around her neck and 

raped again and again by other like complex’s security guards, plumbers and electricians. The sister of 

the little girl was blackmailed on the edge of a pocket knife. 

 These incidents have been reported within a short period of time. It raises a question of female 

children’s security. These are not only to deal with gender issues, but generally the erosion of human 

values. It is to be seriously analyzed where the entire human race march towards. Not only the rapists to 

be blamed and punished, but also the other officials who are trying to dilute the cases. 

 Madhu, a tribal man in Kerala was allegedly beaten to death by an irate mob on charges of stealing 

food from a shop. The victim’s mother had reported that Madhu, his son had been living in the forests 

for nine months. She added that he was not a thief. She held the locals responsible for the victim’s death. 

A video footage of a mob supposedly recovering a bag of stolen food items from Madhu has gone viral 

on social media. A young man, identified as Ubaid TV, had posed a selfie with the poor, tied-up victim. 

Ubaid’s profile states that he is a student of Calicut. When a literate is found to lose the human nature, 

one needn’t even question the level of illiterates. 

 A sixty five year old woman, the wife of an ex-serviceman was lynched by a group of villagers at 

Athimoor village near Polur in Tiruvannamalai district on Wednesday. The mob pulled out the woman 

and her relatives from the car and beat them up. The fury of the crowd did not subside even after the 

attackers witnessed Rukmani dead. Mistaken for child kidnapper, she was beaten severely and 

murdered. 

 In the above said incidents, mob psychology has played a role. As per many theories propounded by 

the psychologists and sociologists, the crowd is always emotionally determined. Mc Dougall described 

the behavior of the mob as follows: 

A crowd is ‘excessively emotional, impulsive, fickle, inconsistent, irresolute and extreme in 

action, displaying only the coarser emotions and the less refined sentiments; extremely 

suggestible, careless in deliberation, hasty in judgement, incapable of any but the simpler and 

imperfect forms of reasoning; easily swayed and led, lacking in self consciousness, devoid of self 

respect and of sense of responsibility… Hence its behavior is like that of an unruly child or it is 

like a weld beast. (45) 
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 Many incidents could be quoted every now and then as proofs for the deterioration of human 

sympathy. What are the reasons? 

 Man understands the fact that his life span is very short. Within this short period of time, he wants 

to enjoy all the treasures available in the world. Slowly he aspires to reach them as early as possible 

before the end of his destiny. This aspiration some times misleads him to violate the laws and reach 

those as quickly as possible. Though a human being is civillised to a certain degree when he or she finds 

an opportunity, he or she tends to misuse or exploit the situation 

 Humanism is a psychological term that deals with the uniqueness of every individual. The 

humanistic theory is a kind of psychology which considers the concept that all human beings are good. 

To attain goodness every one should undergo some phases in life.  

 Abraham Maslow has designed a pyramid to show how people should go through the hierarchy of 

needs. It starts from physiological, then it goes to safety, belonging, esteem and finally self actualization. 

Abraham Maslow opines that the apex of the pyramid is to be achieved only after the initial steps are 

experienced. Many examples could be given such as the case of Gowtama Buddha, King Ashoka, 

Mahathma Gandhi and so on. Charles Dickens shows the fulfillment of all the levels widely in his novels 

like David Copperfield and Christmas Carol. 

 When one traces the life history of a person he or she can understand where he does start acquiring 

all the good qualities. It is even evident when he starts losing human values. It depends on an 

individual’s attitude whether he attains self actualization by experiencing the basic deeds or losing the 

apex of the pyramid. Maslow says, while behavior is almost always motivated, it is also almost always 

biologically, culturally and situationally determined as well. 

 One can understand from Maslow’s theories that it is possible for a man to exercise good manners 

and behave considerably well throughout his life, but before it, he need to undergo some kind of self 

training. When one witnesses the increase in the brutality of men, he is left with an impression that it 

could be controlled and could not be abolished entirely. The only possible measure is to strengthen the 

clutches of law, because it is practically impossible for a government to have an eye and check all the 

law breakers round the clock. When a fear of severe punishment sown in the society, people tend to 

follow the rules and respect the laws either by their own will or out of compulsion. However some born 

criminals are capable of bending the law according to their own wish. They neither have the fear of law 

nor punishment, pain and death. This would be prevented only by an uncorrupted government. It is not 

only in the hand of an individual but also the genuine politicians who are the inseparable part of the 

Indian constitution. It is a human tendency to violate the rules when he is not monitored or he is given 

an autonomy. It is said through the movie “Lord of the Flies” 

 A group of British boys are left in an island after a plane crash. They are roughly divided into two 

groups, one is “littiuns” and the other “beguns”. At first they form a culture similar to the one they left 

behind. They elect a leader Ralph, the genuine one who acts with the advice and support of Piggy (the 

intellectual of the group). He tries to establish rules for housing and sanitation. He also tries to bring in 

the discipline and decorum, but all his efforts end in fruitless results. Jack, a competitor wants to lead 

the group. He misleads the group by teaching them to hunt, symbolizing violence and evil. Finally the 

conflict between them lead to some tragic events. Thus who once were all civilized and disciplined are 

tempted by the diversions, foresee the opportunity of ruling the island, turn to be the savages and law 

breakers. 

 Apart from making a man humane by the enforcement of law, a government should also plan and 

execute some passive means such as counseling sessions and so on. It should be carried out very 

carefully by the experts. Once again, it comes near the point of uncorrupted government, because for 
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execercising the above said plan, genuine politicians and government officials’ cooperation is necessary. 

The best way not to lose human values is practicing ‘Ahimsa’ preached by our great national leader 

Mahathma Gandhi. It is not only for the Indians, but also for the entire world. 
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