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 Literature is the articulated influence of communities and the individuals in societies. Literature 

extents culture, beliefs, and attribute the necessary component for supporting how literature replicates 

and depicts communities. Certain works and words used in literature can help the reader comprehend 

and portray the sense of community being read in the story. Interestingly, in such narratives, literature 

also reflects the discrepancies/intricacies that subsist in social as well as individual relationships. In this 

accountability, literature becomes a commentary on inequalities in society. These social inequalities 

create disparity in many ways, affecting the lives of individuals. In addition, it is not uncommon for 

people to write about an imaginary community that is based on their own community. 

 Though India is politically free from the clutches of the British rule, women are subjugated by 

inequalities, gender discriminations, and exploitation. Even after seventy-one years of independence, 

Indian society is faced with structural inequality. This results in oppression, exploitation, and 

suppression of individuals or groups through misuse of authority, status or power. In such a situation, 

the oppressed are deprived of their basic rights and freedom and are forced to live in a miserable state. 

Such a situation has given rise to various notions, beliefs, and theories on the issue of inequality and 

oppression. This paper focuses on the condition of women in the post-colonial era with particular 

reference to Mahaswetha Devi’s Breast Giver. 

 During the Vedic times in India, women were quite highly esteemed. They were respected and 

honored equally. They were free to select their own life and life partner as they wished. They were 

equally given rights and opportunities like men to develop socially, intellectually and morally. It got 

deteriorated with the passage of time and the attitude of men towards women. Slowly the practice of 

polygamy, dowry system, female infanticide, harassment, crimes against women increased and gave rise 

to a male-dominated society.  

 Great leaders of India had worked a lot to again raise the status of women in the Indian society.  

 Due to their consistent efforts, evil practices against women have been banned to some extent. The 

Government of India has implemented various effective laws regarding safety and empowerment of the 

women though these are not sufficient. Though the government has reserved 33% quota for women so 

they could enhance their status and fight for their rights, the condition of women is still pathetic. 

According to the National Crime Records Bureau of India, reported incidents of crime against women 

increased 6.4% during 2012, and a crime against a woman is committed every three minutes.  There 

were 244,270 reported incidents of crime against women in 2012. In 2011, 228,650 incidents were 

reported. 7.5% of the women living in India live in West Bengal. 12.7% of the total reported crime 

against women occurs. Andhra Pradesh is the home of 7.3% of India's women population and accounts 

for 11.5% of the total reported crimes against women. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Crime_Records_Bureau
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Bengal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andhra_Pradesh
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 65% of Indian men believe women should tolerate violence to keep the family together, and women 

sometimes deserve to be beaten. The International Men and Gender Equality Survey reported that 24% 

of Indian men had committed sexual violence at some point during their lives in January 2011. 

 The story of Mahasweta Devi’s Breast Giver is set in the northeastern part of India in the region of 

Bengal. In a small village on a popular religious visit route, we find Joshoda, a woman of great motherly 

beauty. Devi defines her as having “the heavy breasted, languid-hipped body”. An auto accident 

involving Joshoda’s other half Kigali and a wealthy family leaves him crippled, and Joshoda appeals to 

the family for work. She is hired as a wet nurse and nurses fifty children, an entire extended family 

together with twenty of her own children. Joshoda’s prolific motherly talents are considerded to be 

divine as when the Bihari cattlemen tell Kigali “your woman is the mistress of the world.” The years roll 

on and Joshoda splits from Kigali. The turning point comes when Jashoda, too old to be a wet nurse any 

more, has her life explained, “Jashoda's good fortune was her ability to bear children. All this misfortune 

happened to her as soon as that vanished.” Now reduced to a lowly servant in her master's house, she 

becomes ill. The author describes the infection in her breast thus: “The sores on her breast kept 

mocking her with a hundred mouths, a hundred eyes.” Joshoda's condition becomes worse and she dies 

of breast cancer in the hospital. In the end, Devi sums up Jashoda's story with the final line, “When a 

mortal masquerade as a God here below, she is forsaken by all and she must always die alone.” .Devi's 

choice of the main character “is” the overarching theme of her story. Joshoda is the name of Lord 

Krishna's mother. Her protagonist is also a brahmin,. Devi uses the story as a reflection of culture of 

Indian and its social norms. Joshoda represents two major ideals. Jashoda is an Indian woman, whose 

devotion to her husband and love for her children. She tries to be the earth and feeds her crippled 

husband and her helpless children with a excessive harvest. She also represents the culture of India and 

its societal norms. She represents the idealized virtues of a wife. Devi portrays her character as India-

incarnate when she gives an almost western style character analysis:”Joshoda is fully an Indian woman . 

. . . Devi uses Joshoda's plight as a parable to India's relationship with England and its cancerous nature.” 

 Breast-Giver can be read as a feminist manuscript. The text describes Jashoda as a typical Indian 

woman who has overcome difficulties and oppression in her life to do something important for others 

as well as her own family. While the text portrays some male-controlled views of the roles of women, 

Jashoda plays a vital part in reversing the readers’ views on women and their contributions to society. 

Though she is a woman in a patriarchal society can present challenges, Jashoda takes them in the 

challenge and makes something of her without being dependent on men.  
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