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 The play “Mother of 1084” was written by the prominent Bengali 
literary figure Mahasweta Devi. This work was written at the 
period when the Naxalite movement was waving across the country 
specially in the north-eastern parts of India. The focus of the drama 
is rivaling the brutality of the government towards the youth who 
follow the Naxalite ideology which is considered as the offshoot of 
communism. As the focus falls on the murder of the younger son 
Brati of Sujatha Chatterjee, we can see that he is the representative of 
a vast young rebels who were brutally murdered by the government. 
As the play begins Sujata, mother of four children is married to 
Dibyanath, a chartered accountant and she thinks that all her children 
are happy in their married life. But, the happily married forever was 
just a mask. They were not really enjoying life and she also realizes 
that her marriage was also a lie. Sujata realizes it when she finds 
out that her son was murdered and it is changing her role from a 
typical mother to apolitical mother. Then she followed the path of 
her favorite son’s paths to find out what exactly happened with him. 
The lady who led an ordinary life of a house wife is turning into a 
great follower of her son’s ideologies and thereby discovers her own 
identity. When she met the people, who use to be with Brati during 
the campaigns she was inspired by his revolutionary ideas and also 
turns against the political dictatorship.
 The elements of subaltern are clear in this drama because the 
Naxalite revolutionary ideas were all about the empowerment of 
the tribal people and remove the class and religious orientations that 
could be used by the politicians. The movement was very violent in 
Orissa, Bengal, Bihar, and Andhra Pradesh. It is obvious that this 
Naxalite movement was strong at this pace due to the people were 
at these places were suffering because of the feudal system and the 
predominant agricultural economy. The Naxalite movement was 
started by the armed peasants of the naxalbari a small village in west 
Bengal in 1967. The attacks that happened during this time lead the 
Naxalites  to become the enemies with the government. When we 
examine the incidents in this drama we can see that Brati was also a 
victim of this incident because we see Brati as a person with some 
revolutionary ideas as well as one who is against the feudal system 
that made the life of the tribal as well as the life of the peasants very 
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difficult. The political disturbance for the people of Bengal is mainly by the conflicts between 
Naxalites and the ruling government policies. We can see this period as the time when the tribes, 
the peasants and the marginalized people being criminalized by the government and then made 
rebels. Then when we examine the character Brati, we can see that he is a person who is exactly 
like Sujatha, with no attraction for the luxuries and the rich offerings, rather he was aware of the 
oppressed minority society by economic deficiency and the exploitation. He fights against the 
irrational ethics and all those promise that were made by the politicians about the reestablishment 
of the tribes which excited all those peasants and lead the politicians and the landlords to take 
advantage of the poor peasants. Even after the family members of Brati became corrupted, Sujatha 
was a broad minded revolutionist who had a great dream for the empowerment of the tribes as 
well as the peasants. The protagonist in this drama Sujatha, she is a suppressed mother who is 
a representative of the conservative upper-class families run by male dominance. We can see in 
many scenes where she is emotionally suppressed and the conflict in the view of her and her family 
members. We can also see the courage of her to be a rebel and go against her family when she 
finds out that her family is not much bothered about the murder of Brati. The death of her favorite 
son leads her to be stronger in her ideologies. This lead her to gain the courage to go against the 
political system and the feudalism which killed her son. We see a mother who is mourning for the 
loss of her son on one side, whereas, on the other hand she is becoming a strongest woman to fulfill 
the dreams of her son to make her sons revolutionary ideologies into practicality. We can see her 
transformation to a political personality by breaking all the rules of the ideal noble womanhood.
 Thus we see that the class exploitation in India during 1967 where the people were treated 
unequally, even after farming in their places, the peasants did not have the right to own the lands 
because of the feudal system that prevailed in India at that time. When we look at the subaltern 
literary works we can see this was among one of the major concerns in those writings. What 
makes this drama different is the Naxalite revolutionary ideas that is obtained from the communist 
ideologies which is mentioned as the abolishment of the feudalism and the class exploitation though 
the Naxalite movement. Then when we observe Sujatha again, we can see that the self-realization 
that she gained due to the search of his son’s death lead her to be misunderstood as a psychological 
issue by others. This play is like one incident happened in 1975-1977 at the time of emergency 
period. 
 It is clear that this drama is a representation of the real incidents that happened at the period of 
1967. It shows the subaltern conflicts that the people faced, especially the youth and the mothers. 
At the end of the drama we see that Naxalite movement originated due to the issues such as identity 
crises, feudalism, irrational ethics and the class exploitation. Another major concern that the drama 
reflects is the political disturbance that the people faced during that period, the Naxalite movement 
emerged because of this reason as well, to prevent the dictatorship of the government (Indira 
Gandhi government) which was weighing heavily on the agricultural economy.
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