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Abstract
The recent study aims to explain socio economic conditions of street vendors. India is one of

the developing countries in the world and it stands second in terms of population in the world,
hence, our government is not able to give jobs for all people. The majority of the people are
migrated from to take care of their livelihood rural to urban areas. The urban areas have all the
specialty and job opportunities in these settings. Some skilled people try to get the white-collar job
in the urban region. The literate and illiterate people have to make self-employment through
various aspects including informal sectors. This thesis attempts to study about the Street Vendors in
informal sectors. The major objective of the study is to study their nature of business, income,
expenditure and savings. The problem has identified the Street Vending in Cumbum Block they face
enormous problems. That the problems are basic needs, housing conditions, restriction of movement,
shifting of the place, education, and unemployment is the real all socio – economic problem.
The sample used for the percentage analyzes and Street Vendors are the integral part of human
society. These people are to be looked after by the individuals, group and communities. Even though
they have this type of occupation, their day to day life is not safe. Government should take active
roles to implement the policies effectively which they have made. Hence, the government should
look in to the problems of the street vendor’s each and every corner of life.
Key Words: Majority, Skilled people, literate, illiterate, business, communities, occupation, human
society.

Introduction
Nowadays, the employment plays a very important role in the human society.

According to 2011 census total population of India is 1,21,01,93,422. The data shows that
around 37% (20, 01,012) was self-employed. All people want to engage in white collar jobs,
but the Government and Non-Government Organization is not ready to give job for all the
people. So, the individual and the group of people are involving in the self employment,
particularly in the informal sectors. Mainly the people are migrating from rural to urban
areas and taking part in the Street Vending. Street vendors have been in existence since
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ancient times. In all civilisations, ancient and medieval, one reads accounts of travelling
merchants who not only sold their wares in the town by going from house to house but they
also traded in neighbouring countries. Perhaps ancient and medieval civilisations were
tolerant to these wandering traders and that is why they flourished. In modern times we
find that street vendors are rarely treated with the same measure of dignity and tolerance.
They are targeted by municipalities and police in the urban areas as illegal traders, the
urban middle class complains constantly on how these vendors make urban life a living hell
as they block pavements, create traffic problem and also engage in anti-social activities
(though more often than not, the same representatives of middle class prefer to buy from
street vendors as the goods they sell are cheaper though the quality is as good as those in
the overpriced departmental stores and shopping malls).

History of Street Vendors
Street vendors have been in existence since ancient times. In all civilisations,

ancient and medieval, one reads accounts of travelling merchants who not only sold their
wares in the town by going from house to house but they also traded in neighbouring
countries. Perhaps ancient and medieval civilisations were tolerant to these wandering
traders and that is why they flourished. In modern times we find that street vendors are
rarely treated with the same measure of dignity and tolerance. They are targeted by
municipalities and police in the urban areas as illegal traders, the urban middle class
complains constantly on how these vendors make urban life a living hell as they block
pavements, create traffic problem and also engage in anti-social activities (though more
often than not, the same representatives of middle class prefer to buy from street vendors
as the goods they sell are cheaper though the quality is as good as those in the overpriced
departmental stores and shopping malls). For most street vendors, trading from the
pavements is full of uncertainties. They are constantly harassed by the authorities. The
local bodies conduct eviction drives to clear the pavements of these encroachers and in
most cases confiscate their goods. A municipal raid is like a cat and mouse game with
municipal workers chasing street vendors away while these people try to run away and hide
from these marauders. Confiscation of their goods entails heavy fines for recovery.

Role of Women in Indian Family
India, tracing through a long civilization has evolved to be currently a fast

developing nation. India by tradition is an agrarian economy with most of the population
engaged in agriculture. As a result, the Joint Family System was well established and the
members of the same family had common occupation to attend. The multi-generation
house hold system brought in a sort of security to each member of the family. However the
status of the family members was divided by the practices of Patriarchal, Patrilineal and
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Patrilocal. As physical labor for family well-being was the order of the day, men were
heading the families and there was low status given to women. Because of the low status,
women were restricted to household activities only. However women gained status through
old age or giving birth to sons. Also due to the practices of Dowry, birth of a boy baby was
considered an asset while girl was a liability. This differentiating attitude resulted in poor
investment on daughters for their physical and psychic developments. The women in Indian
families hence were deprived of education, mobility and any decision making, even for
their own welfare.

Globalization and Urban Women Empowerment
India after Independence in 1947, had initiated various policy measures for the

development of its people and country. Industries which were established to produce
products and services for public consumption were generating employment opportunities.
As these developments were concentrated in certain spatial urban areas, the effect of
push-pull created migration from rural to urban areas. The male population migrated to
acquire better remunerating jobs leaving behind their families with the hope of taking
them later. Men with reasonable skill and education were able to clinch to jobs that could
enhance their economic status and had their family members along. However the migrants
without any skill rather lived a precarious life in the urban regions, managing only a menial
job.

Street Vendors and Urban Economy
The total employment provided through street vending becomes larger if we

consider the fact that sustains certain industries by providing becomes markets for their
goods. A lot of the commodities are sold by street vendors, such as the clothes, fruits,
plastic items, flowers, books, news papers, leather and household wares manufactured in
small scale or cottage industries. These industries employ a huge number of workers and
they rely mainly on street vendors to market their products. In this way street vendors
provide a valuable service by helping sustain employment in these industries. Street
vendors are mainly those who are unsuccessful or unable to get standard jobs. This section
of the urban poor tries to solve their problem through their own meager income. Different
other sections of the urban residents they do not demand that government create jobs for
them, or hold in begging, pinching or extortion. They are trying to live with dignity and
self-respect through hard work.

Problem Faced by Street Vendors
The Street Vendors are the most internal working section of the human society. But

they are facing lot of problems. Following are the troubles.
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Harassment by Police and Local Government
Some of the police man is daily collecting the money from the Street Vendors

(Rs.10-20). They buy goods from them as free of cost, and then monthly booked in 2 illegal
patty cases. Police man utters bad words to them.

Trading Sites Too Small
The Street Vendors are occupied the small place and they are using some different

equipments (transitory). And government announces the tender notifications but they are
not interested in participating in the tenders.

Problems with Site Allocation Systems
They have no particular site for vending area. So some vendors occupy their area in

early morning and it leads to quarrel between the vendors. Sometimes these problems have
been taken to the court.

Lack of facilities (e.g. Shelters, Storage)
Hawkers are not having a permanent place. They move one place to another place,

so they are not using cold storage and some safety equipments (umbrella, water and etc…).

Lack of Access to Credit
The vendors are not able to invest lot of money (capital) for their business, because

they have no enough income. This is the very difficult for their future savings.

Lack of (Business) Skills and Education
Every human being is capable in doing work with their skill. Some vendors are

entering newly in this work, because they have shy and people are not interested in buying
their goods. Some vendors are not educated (below 5th standard), so they loss their money
in (some people cheating their goods) business.

Objectives of the Study
The purpose of the study is to get on inside into “A Study on Socio-Economic

Conditions of Street Vendors in Cumbum Block -Theni District” the specific objectives of
the study are

1. To examine the socio, economic aspects of the street vendors.
2. To study their nature of business, income, expenditure and savings.
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Scope of the Study
This study covers the geographical area of Cumbum.  Cumbum is situated in Theni

District, in Uthamapalayam Taluk. It is one of the main areas of the Theni District. The
study has a wider scope in the future too.

Methodology
There are 857 street vendors residing at Uthamapalayam Taluk. These households

from selected in Cumbum block the used testing of chi - square. In these selected from the
areas in Theni district, namely Cumbum block. The sample selected by out of only 100
samples in Cumbum block.

Hypotheses
1. There is significant variation in income and significant relation on the basis of

their nature.
2. There is a significant variation in expenditure and significant relation on the

basis of nature

Statement of the Problem
The Street Vending in Cumbum Block they face enormous problems. That the

problems are basic needs, housing conditions, restriction of movement, shifting of the
place, education, and unemployment is the real all socio – economic problem.

Sampling Plan
Sampling plan refers to investigation of a part of the whole street vendor’s problem

of universe. A sampling procedure is a technique of selection of sample from a given
population by researchers who had used the testing of chi-square for the study. The total
population was 857street vendors in cumbum block in Theni District.

Analysis of Data
The study area covered by the cumbum block street vendors of educational status,

economic condition, occupation, age, sex, marital status, religion, income, saving position,
working hours, labour income, living condition, health condition.

Sources of Data
The collection of information is from various sources. That is primary and secondary

data. The primary data collected information are interview-schedule, questionnaire, case
studies and secondary data collected in various sources in journals, newspaper, article,
books, government report.
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Tools Used
The primary data are collected from the respondents have been classified and

tabulated for the purpose of analysis and the data have been scrutinized by using
Statistical Packages for Social Sciences (SPSS) with appropriate coding for the drawing of
inferences. To elucidate the outcome of the study the researcher has used frequency
tables, bar diagram, pie -diagrams, chi -square method.

Statistical Tools Used in Study
This test is to assess the significance of the difference between the observed

frequencies and the expected frequencies, obtained from hypothetical measure it is
denoted as 2, which is a statistical measure, developed by Fisher.

χ2 = Ʃ ( )
Where, Oi = Observed frequencies
Ei = Expected frequencies,  i = 1 , 2 , 3….

Findings, Suggestions and Conclusion
The researcher arrives at this stage after rigorous exercise of analyzing the data

and put insight to make objectives more fruitful and significant for layman as well as the
technical persons associated with work of teaching as well as learning at various levels. The
writing of research finding is usually the concluding task of research endeavour. Everything
is combined together during writing of the findings. It is a matter of communication, what
was done, what occurred and what do the results mean, in a concise under stable, accurate
and logical manner. The final process of summarizing the findings, arrival at conclusion,
making recommendations and formulating proper generalizations for population which are
applicable, is an important component of any research.

The findings of the present study which were based upon factual statistical analysis
and interpretation of the data have been generalized to the extent of representations of
the sample and effectiveness of the instructional material under study. The findings are
presented hereunder in accordance with the objectives of the study. The in- depth analysis
of the socio economic conditions of the street vendors has led to the following findings:

Findings Related to Hypotheses
 There is no significant variation in income and there is no significant relation

between the expenditure and the nature of the business of the street vendors.
 The awareness level is very high on the government schemes on smart card and

free medical insurance cover among the street vendors in the study area.
 The education level is relatively very low among the street vendors when it is
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compared with the literacy rate of Tamil Nadu and Theni District. The overall
literacy rate of Tamil Nadu stands 73 per cent and the overall literacy rate of
Theni District is as high as 79.16 per cent.

 The saving level is relatively very low among the street vendors when it is
compared with the average national saving rate. The average national saving rate
in India stands as 29. 8 per cent to 30.8 per cent of one’s income.

 All the street vendors are facing harassments in the study area.

Policy Implications
 Government must ensure the equal treatment of unorganized workers in par with

organized workers.
 Retail trade which is done by the street vendors must be protected and reserved;

so the multinational companies and giant companies from India should not be
allowed in retailing.

 Nationalized banks should give priority in giving loans to the street vendors at a
nominal interest rate. The scope of the smart card should be extended to various
usages.

 Allotment of houses to the street vendors should be done through the housing
board. Reservation policy should be implemented by the government to  intake
the  children  of  the  street  vendors  in  higher  educational institutions.

Suggestions
In  the  light  of  the foregoing  analysis  and  findings  the  following suggestions

can  be  made  to  improve  the  conditions  of  the  street vendors.
 Sustained and continuous efforts are needed to improve the education, health and

employment conditions of the street vendors. The government can create a
separate ministry or a special cell under the Ministry of Labour to look after the
welfare of the workers in the unorganized sector under which the street vending
falls.

 Street vendors can be trained in food preservation methods. And they can be
provided with a common chilling warehousing to preserve their unsold articles.

 The government can assist them financially for their business activities at free
rate of interest. And government can extend the subsidy to the street vendors,
especially for vending perishable items.

 A market place can be allotted specially for street vending where the street
vendors may be charged a very nominal rent.

 A vigilance team can be constituted under the headship of the City Police
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Commissioner to prevent the harassments on street vendors.
 Free education can be given to the children of street vendors and a quota system

can be implemented to the children of the street vendors in higher education.
 Pension scheme can be implemented and to protect the aged vendors and the

premium can be paid by the Government.
 Government can provide a job in government sector to at least only one member

from the vendor’s family.
 The state run housing board can allocate low cost houses to street vendors with

proper toilet, water and drainage facilities.
 Awareness programmes on environment and waste disposal management can be

given to the street vendors.
 Government can set up counseling centers to council the street vendors to get rid

of their vices.
 All the street vendors can be declared as people living under Below Poverty Line

(BPL families).

Limitations of the Study
1. The reliability of the primary data is very much depends on the respondent’s

attitude to such study and how she/he has taken to answer the questions raised by
the researcher.

2. The sampling is done based on the available street vendors physically verified by
the researcher where there is no availability of proper records. The street vendors
don’t have a permanent place or shop to sell their products. They are virtually
pushed to the every nook and corner of the town. Their constant mobility makes
the data collection a difficult process.

Conclusion
Street Vendors are the integral part of human society. These people are to be

looked after by the individuals, group and communities. Even though they have this type of
occupation, their day to day life is not safe. Government should take active roles to
implement the policies effectively which they have made. Hence, the government should
look in to the problems of the street vendor’s each and every corner of life.
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